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The Library World July, 1935 


Editorial 


Tue thoughts of all librarians, chief librarians in particular, are now turned upon the annual 
conference of the Library Association at Manchester. We understand that all the proje&s 
of the conference, which we have commented upon in earlier issues, are proceeding satis- 
factorily. By this time most of our readers who intend to go will have obtained their accommo- 
dation in the city. But we advise those who have not done so to delay no longer. 


* * * * * * 


The programme, it will be remembered, is to be on systematic lines. It is felt that a 
meeting connected with a library on which great public attention has been focussed offers 
an unrivalled opportunity for a restatement of the objeéts and of the possible lines of develop- 
ment of the library service of the country. This is to be done in no limited or departmental 
fashion. The library service embraces every type of library. From the national point of view 
every library which is owned by the state, by public authorities, by learned corporations and 
societies, and even by manufacturing firms, should, if possible, be made to funétion as a single 
great machine, each part supporting every other. The discussions, therefore, will take the 
form of a statement of what the library system is, and then the individual parts of it will be 
considered from the point of view of the librarian, the authority controlling it, and above all 
from the point of view of the public it serves. If, as we believe will be the case, the programme 
is carried through as planned, the conference should be as memorable as any since the 
important conference of 1917. 

* * * * * * 


Some difficulty may arise from the fact that our esteemed President has an important 
engagement in Canada which necessitates his absence from the conference. In these much- 
to-be-regretted circumstances it is probable that the presidential address will not be delivered 
at the conference but at an inaugural meeting in the late Autumn. His place will probably 
be taken by some well-known publicist who will deliver what will be the inaugural address of the 
particular conference. This, however, is a detail of which we are not entitled to speak more 
explicitly at this stage, as the matter is apparently under discussion. From the social side, 
Manchester will certainly do what it has done for us in the past. The libraries and public 
institutions will be open to members ; and free trams, golf courses and other amenities are 
indicated. While it is part of the conference officially, ane of the great amenities of Man- 
chester is the beautiful John Rylands Library, the veteran librarian of which, Dr. Guppy, 
is beloved by all librarians who know him and especially by those who are now in, or 
reaching, middle age who have been privileged to have had him as an inspired teacher. 


* * * * * * 


The week will end with a most promising excursion to Derbyshire. In short, the con- 
ference committee in London and the local committee under Miss Kingsmill Jones, Chairman 
of the Manchester Libraries Committee, and Mr. Charles Nowell, are doing all that is possible 
to make the conference not only memorable but completely enjoyable. 


* * * * * * 


Our recent protests against poor salaries and bad appointments have little result, so far. 
A large borough has just appointed as its librarian a person who is without certificates and 
who is not even a member of the Library Association. We see the hon. secretary of the L.A. 
Suggests that qualified librarians should not apply for under-salaried posts, and that this 
action ultimately will lead to better-salaried ones. The post in question was most under-valued, 
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and the appointment illustrates the faé&t. Does it not prove, however, that some authorities 
have yet to be persuaded that librarianship has any value at all ? 


* * * * * * 


Some flutter has been caused by a newspaper report on a Welsh conference of librarians 
to the effeé that the President of the Board of Education has declared that if library authorities 
unanimously desire grants they will obtain them. There does not appear to be any need 
for undue consternation. Large cities may possibly influence the matter and they know that 
grants imply inspection and control, conditions for which they have shown so far no eager- 
ness. But would many of our libraries suffer from inspection of the right sort ? Indeed, would 
any efficient library ? The matter deserves careful consideration, but the report is, so far as 
we know, not that of an official utterance. 


* * * * x * 


One of the delightful things of this summer has been the number of American and over 
seas librarians and library-minded visitors who have been with us. Dr. and Mr. Keppel of the 
Carnegie Foundation of New York, Mr. C. H. Crompton of St. Louis,the President of the A.L.A., 
Mr. and Mrs. Warner Bishop of Michigan University, Mr. Carl Milam of the A.L.A., Mr. and 
Mrs. Wheeller of Baltimore, Mr. J. R. Russell of New York Public Library, Dr. Scholefield 
of Wellington and many others have been welcome guests with whom English librarians have 
had most agreeable hours. May we see more of these and of many more from over the water ! 


* * * * * * 


In this issue we print the conclusion of Mr. H. Philip Spratt’s article on Scientific 
Documentation in Paris. He has recently been in the United States and Canada on a study- 
tour and has colleéted much valuable material on Scientific Libraries, which is to form the 
subjeé& of a book to be entitled Libraries for Scientific Research in Europe and America. 


* * * * * * 


The twopenny library is so interesting a social phenomenon of our time that we must 
often refer to it. In the peak year of libraries, 1932-33, there was a great issue of fiction, 
as of non-fiction, from public libraries, and in some places this has now declined owing to 
various conditions. There is no doubt that in the South of England unemployment is much 
less than it was, and during employment it is possible that men read less than at other times. 
This we have discussed before. We cannot think, however, that the increased prosperity 
of our people is the full explanation of the fall in fi@tion figures which most libraries report ; 
there is no doubt whatever that the twopenny library is the cause. The twopenny library 
says that its books are clean, that they are new, that they stock everything new in fiction 
without exception. And this appears to be true. They claim to employ “ trained assistants ” 
in some of these libraries, although this has no relation to the training of the professional 
librarian. Their success must depend upon large circulations and upon their ability to buy 
books at a price much below that which they are sold to the general public or even to the 
trade. A simple calculation in arithmetic will show that this is so. It is possible to succeed 
at twopence-a-loan with 3s. 6d. and 2s. 6d. books at one-quarter or a third discount ; it is 
impossible to do so with a book at 7s. 6d. or more with a similar rebate. The prophecies 
that the twopenny libraries were doomed to extinétion within a short time have not proved 
true. The publishers appear to be fostering these libraries and the public library has never 
been a tithe of the menace to the bookselling trade in fi€tion that these are. They could 
not exist without the connivance of publishers and their ill effects on bookselling are a matter 
for. booksellers to consider. At the present they seem to be serving a definite want of the 

pulation. They prove, if nothing else, the enormous amount of time that must be spent 
in the reading of the most ephemeral books by thousands upon thousands of our people. 
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Summer Days. 
By Stpney W. ANDERSON (Croydon Public Libraries). 


Durinc June, July and August, the activities of the average — library are naturally some- 
what curtailed. Holidays mean fewer readers and a depleted staff, while many of those who 
normally use the library prefer to spend as much of their leisure time as possible in the open 
air. Issues decline, and the leéture-hall is silent for a space. Those children who flocked to 
the story-hours in the winter are now sailing their model yachts on the local pond. But it 
does not follow that the library need settle into a state of comparative torpor for three months 
or so. By suitable adjustment of the service and facilities to meet the temporarily changed 
conditions, much useful work can be achieved even at this period of the year. It is quite 
probable that many potential borrowers pay their first visit to the library during the summer, 
perhaps to consult a time-table or look up a holiday resort. If, looking around, they see 
evidence that the place is “‘ alive,” they may feel inclined to join, either at the time or in the 
autumn. The purpose of this article is to suggest—or rather, to enumerate, since it is not 
claimed that the ideas mentioned are particularly novel—a few methods of ensuring that the 
“ live” atmosphere is preserved ; and also to put forward a few observations on summer 
conditions as they affect the public library generally, making due allowance for local differences. 

Despite the comparative slackening in extension work which follows the end of the 
winter season, libraries which aspire to efficiency and progressiveness develop a few features 
peculiar to the summer months. The most obvious of these is provision for the needs of the 
holiday-maker. The alternative methods which can be offered to readers are: (a) Extra 
allowance of books on each ticket, with a longer retention period ; (6) A signed recommenda- 
tion enabling the reader to present himself at the local library in his holiday venue, confident 
that he will be cordially accepted as a borrower for the duration of his stay. (a) is, one imagines, 
a common pra¢tice in most libraries ; (4) is, unfortunately, less common than it should be. 
It has been said that readers like to cast off the public library habit when on holiday, and to 
read only the lightest of light trash. This probably applies to some, but practical experience 
has failed to convince the writer of this article that the theory is a universal truth. Only the 
other day, a reader wanted to know if she could have two novels out on her ticket, “ and I 
should like to have them stamped for three months, please, as I’m going on a cruise to Canada, 
and shan’t be able to return them in six weeks !”” The number of libraries which eo-operate 
in the matter of offering hospitality to each other’s readers is growing each year, but it is 
apparently still necessary for a new library to make tentative enquiries as to whether co- 
operation will be forthcoming, vide Mr. Munford’s letter in the June issue of the 
Library Association Record. Surely there is room for a little more of the brotherly spirit in this 
aspect of our work. It does not suffer from any of the drawbacks and difficulties which beset 
the advocate of a nation-wide, uniform library service in which each library shall be a branch 
of the system, like the local post-office. For, under the “ recommendation” scheme, each 
reader agrees to observe the rules of the library granting him the privilege of temporary 
borrowing-powers, and local autonomy is preserved. 

Many libraries enhance the value of their reference stock by adding a temporary colle&tion 
of “ holiday literature ” to supplement the time-tables and more substantial guides. Such a 
feature undoubtedly brings to the library building people who would not normally frequent 
it, and this is all to the good. But the question of storage-room soon becomes acute if the 
colleétion is to be at all comprehensive : pamphlet-boxes offer the most satisfactory solution. 
The literature must be kept right up-to-date, or people will soon learn to distrust it; and 
the comparatively large amount of staff-time taken up by “‘ weeding-out ” must be a primary 
consideration when weighing up the pros and cons of such provision. 

Assuming that our library has stack-room accommodation, enabling books to be removed 
from the open shelves and placed in a reserve collection this should certainly be done during 
the summer months. There is no point in having the shelves filled week after week with books 
on Winter Sports or Christmas Customs, to take two extreme instances. The stock displayed 
should be fluid—seleétive rather than collective—at all times, but it is particularly important 
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to ensure that any appearance of “ heaviness ” is avoided during the summer months. The 
fiction stock can be modified, bearing in mind the fact that spasmodic rather than intensive 
reading is the order of the day. The more serious reader, who wants the same type of book 
all the year round, is likely to guess that some volumes have been put away for the summer 
and to ask for what he does not see on the shelves. 

Concurrently with this ‘‘ weeding-out,” the development of book-exhibitions, both on 
display-stands and, if possible, at breaks in the ordinary shelving should not be overlooked. 
Outdoor subjects and guide-books will be the predominating feature. One extremely 
interesting idea, capable of much development, is that of drawing holidaymakers’ attention to 
novels dealing with the places they are to visit or have just visited. The romance of a holiday 
can often be increased considerably in this way, and attractive reading lists can easily be 
compiled from such sources as Baker’s Guide. 

Various other ways of making the library rooms as inviting as possible in Summer 
will occur to all. Tastefully-arranged flowers, bright posters pointing out the special facilities 
available, displays of illustrations, etc., anything which will give a bright and cheerful im- 
pression, and dispel the gloom which many people seem to associate with the term “ public 
library.” 

If these ideas, and others like them, are developed to the fullest possible extent during 
the summer months, the effects will be far-reaching, and our autumn and winter activities 
will receive a renewed impetus. 


The Simplification of the Use of the Catalogue. 


By Jonn L. THornton, A.L.A. 


In public libraries particularly, the intelligent use of the catalogue appears to be very difficult 
for many people. The rules employed in its compilation appear to be inexplicable to the 
general public, and it should be the aim of librarians to simplify as far as possible this im- 
portant feature of the library. Unfortunately the rules are complex, and if stri€tly adhered to, 
must tend to create chaos in the minds of ordinary readers, many of whom are at a loss to 
understand why books should not be found under the first heading under which they look. 

Usually borrowers consult the catalogue to see if the library possesses a certain volume, 
or to see ‘what the library has on a given subject, and to learn where it will be found upon 
the shelves. It is annoying to find the book in the catalogue, but that one must consult anotber 
entry for the location mark. Would it not be praéticable to append this important sign to all 
entries under which one might reasonably expect to find the main entry ? How many members 
of the public require the information that the book was published in London by a certain 
publisher, and that it is octavo ? Most merely require the author, title, and perhaps the date, 
but most important of all, where the volume may be found. It would be of great service to 
borrowers if these details could be found, not only upon the main cards, but also on all 
suitable entries. For instance, if a book is entered under a series heading, the usage of which 
heading is often overdone, one would almost certainly consult the author entry in the first 
instance. The following cases are also examples where one might with advantage adopt the 
same plan. 

1. On pseudonymous entries, particularly if well known, when the main entry is under 
the proper name. 

2. When any form of name is adopted other than that which is generally known (i.c., 
Arouet de Voltaire instead of Voltaire.) 

3. Where family name of nobleman is used. 

4. Where change of name necessitates generally known heading being used as a cross 
reference. 

‘ In these few examples, and in numerous other cases, it will be appreciated that instead 
of one reference from the heading not used as the main entry, all books must occur under 
both headings, the only difference being that the main entry will bear fuller details, as at present. 

Last year, in an article entitled “Economies in Cataloguing Methods,\ Mr. James Cranshaw 
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pointed out numerous instances where cataloguing methods could be simplified to advantage, 
and it is certain that many suggestions contained in his article would greatly simplify the use 
of the catalogue for borrowers, if adopted by public libraries. 

There are numerous instances in most catalogues where headings are used which, from 
the point of view of the public, are unsuitable. It should be the duty of cataloguers to render 
the catalogue of as much use as possible to users, not to striétly adhere to a set of rules in 
order to form a “ perfect” bibliographical tool, which turns prospeétive borrowers from it 
by its rigid nature, its “‘ see also ” references, the absence of location marks, and other techni- 
calities which should not find place in a catalogue placed for the benefit of the general reader. 
The shelf mark is the symbol for which most consultants of the catalogue look, having found 
a desired volume, and it would be an important improvement, even if revolutionary 
method, if this was included in the details on all suitable entries. 

Extra work is entailed in this method, and perhaps this ideal would be more easily 
adopted if every library was supplied with printed cards, bearing full particulars of books, so 
that only the heading under which each card is to be filed has to be appended, the complete 
entry, including the location mark, occurring under all headings. Many improvements are 
desirable before this supply of printed cards becomes an accomplished faét, and meanwhile 
individual libraries must endeavour to render suitable for public usage one of the most 
important features of the library. 


A Few Thoughts on Cataloguing. 
By W. C. Berwick SAYERs. 


Ir is a long time since Thomas Carlyle said that a library without a catalogue was like a 
Polyphemus lacking his one eye. There is no doubt that of all the operations in which a 
library engages out of the view of the public this technically is the most important. Its 
kinship with classification—indeed classification is a part of the process—makes it the most 
vital part of ‘‘ the mechanics ” of the craft. Yet, because certain modern librarians have 
much enthusiasm, and perhaps good memory, they are inclined to replace the catalogue by 
the person, and just as, in an enthusiasm which in itself is quite commendable, they wish to 
supersede classification in favour of book display, so they are inclined to think that brief 
display lists can displace the full and adequate catalogue. Their argument is an interesting 
one and has point: that so many excellent bibliographies exist that when a special subject 
is called for recourse can be had to them, and it is therefore unnecessary to spend the time 
and money involved in the making of a really good catalogue. The librarian who has charge 
of a library of any dimensions cannot subscribe to such a position, and he will be satisfied 
with nothing less than an adequate catalogue of his own individual stock. 

Books on cataloguing deserve assessment at intervals. The Anglo-American Code has 
given English speaking librarians a high and practical standard, and the librarian, who follows 
it for his author and cognate entries, works safely. This is a book of rules, however, and 
the best librarian is not content with a rule ; he desires to know the reasoning, or, if it is pre- 
ferred, the philosophy, that underlies it. This was never better given than by the still-living work 
of Cutter, the full significance of which is disguised by its title, Rw/es for a Dictionary Catalogue. 
It is nearly sixty years since this book appeared, and it has had one or two revisions, but 
it has never really been superseded. The books by Quinn and Brown in England, and by 
Fellows, Mann and other esteemed colleagues in America, do indeed modernise and therefore 
balance some of Cutter’s views. Cutter, as a well-known librarian remarked to me, is “ out- 
of-date,” but only in the way that Edward Edwards and Richard Garnett are on librarianship. 
A librarian may be equipped without reading Cutter, but he will be much better for having 
done so. This being the case, it is unfortunate that America has allowed this classic to go 
out of print. 

I have been privileged to read the manuscript of Mr. Sharp’s new book on cataloguing. 
A more thorough piece of work has probably not been done in England on this subjeét. 
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The book differs from former books, in its range. Mr. Sharp not only deals with the history 
of cataloguing and with what may be called a classified treatment of the rules with admirable 
exercises; he also deals with such less-observed but appropriate matters as selective 
cataloguing. There is no doubt of the importance of selective cataloguing, which received 
earlier capital treatment in a little volume with that title, edited by Van Hoesen and published 
by the H. W. Wilson Company in 1928, in which the method of cataloguing books within 
our budget and yet efficiently is the problem. There is, and always will be until it is solved 
on this side, the question of central cataloguing. Few librarians are gratified by the continuance 
of a system in which a thousand cataloguers in the British Isles are sitting down this very day 
to catalogue the same book, when one at a central office could do the work for the whole. 
Efforts to bring this office into being have been tried, not very heartily, and of course have 
petered out ; but, as has often been said, what failed fifty years ago, or even ten, need not fail 
to-day. This might become a funétion of the National Central Library with adequate support 
from all who want catalogues. I most warmly sympathise with the librarian who likes to do 
his own cataloguing, not because I think any part of his occupation would be gone if he did 
not do it—there are a hundred tasks in libraries which are unperformed for want of time—; 
but rather because cataloguing brings us into intimate communion with books, and that to the 
true librarian is the real attraétion of his life. I cannot discuss this further now, but it is so 
deserving a theme that any treatment of cataloguing must make mention of it. 


Scientific Documentation in Paris 


By H. Pxiip Spratt, B.Sc., A.1.Mech.E. (Science Museum Library, London). 
(Concluded) 


MAISON DE LA CHIMIE: A recent development, of international importance, is 
the new world centre of documentation for chemical literature which has been established 
in the Maison de Ja Chimie. This institution, opened in O&ober, 1934, to commemorate the 
French pioneer chemist, Marcelin Berthelot, is a splendid achievement of scientific co-ordina- 
tion, and forms the nucleus of the projected “ Cité des Sciences” in Paris. Its conception 
dates back to the year 1927, the centenary of the birth of Marcelin Berthelot, when a special 
joint committee of the Société Chimigque de France and the Société de Chimie Industrielle decided 
to open an international subscription toward the creation of a central Maison de la Chimie, 
which should co-ordinate the work of all chemical and pharmaceutical societies in Paris, 
conserve all past records of chemical research, and aé as an international centre of documenta- 
tion for chemical literature. The funds rose to 25 million francs, of which 13 million were 
collected in France; the French Government, moreover, donated an ancient chdfeau (1734) 
in the rue Saint-Dominique, near the Chambre des Députés. This historical mansion has been 
restored, and two new blocks have been added, one on either side; their exterior matches 
so well the restored central block that, even after a period of 200 years, the completed Maison 
de la Chimie now forms a harmonious architeétural ensemble. The central block, the old- 
world interior of which has been preserved and decorated with portraits of pioneer chemists, 
forms an ideal suite of reception rooms. The new western block, known as the “ Centre 
Marcelin Berthelot,” provides adequate accommodation for various chemical societies, 
committee and conference rooms, lecture and exhibition halls ; and contains a luxuriously 
furnished banquet hall to seat about 500, with inlaid wooden dance floor of 600 sq. metres 
(6,450 sq. feet) area, and a theatre to accommodate comfortably an audience of nearly 
one thousand, decorated with taste, and fully equipped for dramatic or operatic performances 
and sound-film projection. 

The library and documentation céntre? for chemical literature is located in the new eastern 
block, which also accommodates the administrative offices ; it is quite evident that no expense 


"(7) Hauzeur (Louis) “‘ Le Centre de Documentation Chimique.”” Chimie et Industrie, Numéro spécial, 
oftobre, 1934, p. 15. Société de Chimie Industrielle, Paris, 
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FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 


DARDANELLES DILEMMA 


E. KEBLE CHATTERTON. 
This is the dispassionate and accurate history of the world’s most glorious failure. It is 
ked with realism, gripping incidents, and should occupy the shelf devoted to Authoritative 
History. Lge. demy 8vo. Illus. 18/- 


GIANTS ON PARADE 


B. BENNISON. 
The Author, formerly Sports Editor of The Daily Telegraph, and a Sports Writer of inter- 
national repute, here presents a vivid and intimate story of the champions of all countries— 
Tragedy, Humour and Pathos walk with these giants as they parade here. Lge. cr. 12/6 
Illus. 1 


SING SING DOCTOR 


AMOS SQUIRE. 
An amazing and valuable contribution to the study of Criminology and Social Problems 
ey the Chief Physician and Consultant of the world- Prenton Sing Sing Prison. Demy an 


10/6 
INDIAN GODS & KINGS 


E. HAWKRIDGE. 
For countless years India—the land of beauty and horror, fabulous wealth and abject poverty 
—has cast an amazing spell over Western peoples : to understand this spell one must know 
the history of India’s Gods and Kings from the earliest days. Demy 8vo. Illus. 15/- 


PRANZINI 
(THE TRIPLE MURDERS IN THE RUE MONTAGNE). 
ANDRE PASCAL. 
The amazing story of Pranzini—thief, swindler, roué, linguist, traveller, and murderer— 
but was he the man who did the triple murder ? This book, compiled from authentic docu- 
ments and the official French investigations, is packed with thrills, tension and drama 7/6 


MORE STRICTLY PERSONAL 


SYDNEY HORLER. - 
Here is a pungent, biting commentary by the most famous “ Thriller ’’ Writer of to-day : 

his shrewd analysis of contemporary Life and Matters is the essential tonic for the tired 
business man or woman. Packed with humour, chuckles and downright commonsense. 7/6 


THE NEPTUNE LIBRARY 


Great Stories of the Sea—First Cheap Editions. 


BUCCANEERS OF THE PACIFIC VENTURES AND VOYAGES 
GEORGE WYCHERLEY E. KEBLE CHATTERTON 
WINDJAMMERS AND SHELLBACKS MEDITERRANEAN MEDLEY 
E. CHATTERTON Capt. LionEL DAwsoNn 

ROLLING ROUND THE HORN FLOTILLAS 
CLAUDE MUNCASTER Capt. Lionet DAWSON 


demy 8vo 5/- net. Tilus. full cloth 


Rich & Cowan Ltd., 25 Soho Sq., W.| 
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has been spared to obtain the most modern and efficient mechanical equipment, such as 
“Adrex” machines. This new library combines the collections of the Société Chimigque de 
France and the Société de Chimie Induftrielle, which formerly were devoted to pure and applied 
chemistry respectively, and therefore now supplement each other most effectively in the 
Maison de la Chimie. ‘The*surplus available funds, due to this co-ordination and resultant 
elimination of former duplication, have been utilised to increase the number of chemical 
periodicals acquired for documentation purposes, which now number more than 600. The 
library contains at present about 100,000 volumes on chemistry and related subjects. The 
card-index for the use of readers is mounted on a series of vertically pivoted frames (like 
those for picture postcards), the backs of which have vertical stripes of various colours ; 
each card has one or more holes punched in positions to show these colours for the purpose 
of abroad classification. There are seats for forty readers, each provided with eleétric button 
to summon an attendant; the illumination is entirely indire&t. Of the more important 
periodicals about 460 are set out in vertical racks, above the tops of which their titles alone 
are visible ; a bench at elbow level is convenient for preliminary consultation of a volume. 
Photostatic copies of articles can be prepared at short notice on the premises. The book- 
Stores are in eight Stories of fireproof reinforced concrete construction, the intermediate 
Steel floors are supported on the shelves themselves. Al] books are shelved in five different 
sizes in order of accession number, the simplest and most economical method ; there is an 
automatic electric book-lift. 

At the time of my visit, the documentation service (Centre de Documentation chimique) 
was not yet in full operation; but it promises to be, in the near future, one of the most 
efficient in existence for chemical literature which covers an immense field. Abstraéts from 
more than 600 current periodicals are to be published each week. The cards on which these 
abstraéts are printed must, or course, exceed the library standard of 125 by 75 mm. for index 
cards ; in fact, the journal “‘ Chimie et Industrie” is exaétly four times their size. When 
filed in their cabinets these abstract cards overlap on the “ Kardex” principle, so that the 
title and reference to each article abstracted (/.¢., the first two or three lines) alone remains 
visible. Each drawer of cards therefore presents, at first inspection, an index of the abstracts ; 
these can then be readily uncovered for further examination. These abstra¢t cards, distributed 
each week to subscribers, keep them well informed of the latest developments in modern 
research, and enable each to build up a current card-index of literature on his own specialised 
branch of chemical work. 

Below the library is a lecture theatre for chemical demonstrations, to seat about two 
hundred, well equipped with projection screens»and electrically operated movable black- 
boards. In order not to waste the time of the audience, the experiments can be prepared 
beforehand in two ante-rooms on either side ; the tables are then run on rails to the le€turer’s 
platform. If desirable, experiments can be made behind a stout window which would shield 
the audience in the event of an explosion. The chairs in this hall are turnable, which is a 
convenience when members of the audience take part in discussions. 


BIBLIOTHEQUE DE LA SOCIETE DES INGENIEURS CIVILS DE FRANCE: 
The word “ civil” has a much broader technical application in France, and this library is 
therefore not so restricted in scope as its name would perhaps lead one to suppose. It embraces, 
in faét, the whole of technical science, and is one of the most important and efficient libraries 
of its kind in Paris. Centrally situated near the Gare St. Lazare, it has been steadily built 
up by the Socié#é over a period of 37 years, contains at present more than 90,000 volumes, 
and receives about s00 current technical periodicals. It is intended primarily for members 
of the Société ( number 6,000) and is open on weekdays from 9 a.m. to noon, and from 
2tosp.m. In author-index, the publications of institutions and societies are entered 
dire&tly under their titles (not under the town-names); the subje matter index is partly 
systematic and partly alphabetical, with adequate cross-references. Decimal classification 
has not yet been adopted. There is also a separate list of the relatively recent acquisitions, 
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compiled since 1925 with annotated references cut out from the Procés-verbal of the Société 
and pasted by order of accession number in separate binders by subject-matter. The current 
issues of the more important periodicals are placed at the immediate disposal of readers, who 
are not as a rule allowed direé access to the shelves. Volumes are shelved in four sizes by 
accession number, and “are therefore easily located. Lack of adequate space has, 
however, rendered it necessary to place the smaller volumes two-deep (and in some cases 
even three-deep) on the shelves. The location and disinterment of volumes entombed in 
the third rows can hardly be a more formidable task than their subsequent replacement. 
Books are not allowed out of the library on loan, and lack of adequate staff also prevents 
the maintenance of any extensive documentation service. 

BIBLIOTHEQUE DE L’ECOLE SUPERIEURE D’ELECTRICITE, MALAKOFF 
(near PARIS): This technical school for eleétricians is a foundation of the Société Francaise 
des Electriciens, and quite independent from the Université. It occupies modern and spacious 
premises at Malakoft, a southern suburb of Paris, and is easily reached by the Métropolitain 
railway. On the first floor is the Bib/iothéque with its very specialised documentation service. 
The librarian, Colonel Doizan, uses the decimal classification adapted to his particular require- 
ments. The main class-number 621.3 for electro-technique has been adopted in accordance 
with the Brussels system; this comprises the whole scope of the library, which is further 
sub-divided (and very minutely) in accordance with a special decimal scheme® published 
by the Société Francaise des Electriciens (more than 100 copies of which have already been sold). 
It would be irrelevant to compare this scheme in detail with the Classification Décimale Universelle 
(of which one cannot help but consider it as a corruption) ; the inevitable drawback is that 
such “ home-made” classification schemes do not facilitate dire&t co-operation with other 
libraries, a factor which is of such vital importance in scientific documentation. Nevertheless, 
it cannot be denied that, at least so far as his internal purposes are concerned, Colonel Doizan 
has built up a very efficient documentation service. Of the 300 current periodicals received 
in the library (all of which are more or less devoted to eleétrical subjects), nearly all the 
important articles are abstracted. This work is carried out by an expert Staff of 20 technical 
translators and abstra¢tors. Standard cards are used, on which are written: the name of 
the author, the title of the article in the vernacular and in French, a full reference to the 
journal in which it appears, an abstraét of about ten lines (in French) and the decimal classifi- 
cation number. This last named really consists of two numbers ; the broad division 621.3 
in accordance with the Brussels system,® and the special “ home-made” subdivision 
written separately underneath. These classified abstracts, which constitute a comprehensive 
current documentation of eleétrical science, are issued as a periodical publication. 
For internal use in the library, the cards are filed in decimal order; when the bunch 
of cards under one particular decimal classification number becomes too unwieldy for rapid 
subjeét-matter selection, the section is further subdivided. This empirical method of sub- 
division results in a more or less even distribution of the literature. It is lamentable, however, 
that this important subject-matter index of abstracts, with already more than 200,000 cards, 
should have been based, sot on the Classification Décimale Universellé, but on an individualistic 
corruption, impossible of co-operative utilisation without laborious concordance. And the 
drawback cuts both ways, since of all published documentation services received in this 
library, none of their valuable references can be intercalated into its card-index until specially 
re-classified to suit the non-standard system. Periodical literature for its documentation 
service forms the bulk of the library’s accessions, since developments in eleétrical science 
are so rapid that when a text-book has been written, printed and published, it is almost 


(8) Documentation Eleétricité et Eleétrotechnique, Classification F.D. Société Frangaise des Ele@triciens, 
8 avenue Pierre Larousse, Malakoff (Seine), 1931. 

(9) Classification Décimale Universelle. Publication No. 151 de l'Institut International de Documentation. 
Comprend plus de 60,000 subdivisions ainsi qu’un index alphabétique, imprimé:s en deux colonnes. 4 volumes, 
2,153 pp., quarto. Adresse: Rue Piers 101, Bruxelles. Prix: Frs. Suisses 50.00. 
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The Reference Catalogue 
of Current Literature 
1936 


WILL BE PUBLISHED IN NOVEMBER, 1935 
BEING 


A NATIONAL INCLUSIVE BOOK REFERENCE INDEX OF ALL BOOKS IN 
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BOOK TRADE REFERENCE 
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WHETHER NET OR NON-NET, AND PUBLISHER’S NAME. 


ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 20th TO GUARANTEE SUPPLY 
ALL OTHER ORDERS WILL BE DEALT WITH IN STRICT ROTATION 


“The Vade Mecum of the Book Trade” 
£3 on prepaid subscription 


J. WHITAKER & SONS, LTD. 
12 WARWICK LANE, LONDON, E.C.4 


Sole American Agents: THE R. R. BOWKER CO., 65 West 45th Street, New York 
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inevitably a year or two out-of-date. This colleétion of specialised technical periodicals is, 


however, exceptionally comprehensive ; there is, for example, a set of the Revue d’ Electricité 
complete from the first number, which is very rare. The main hall of the library is spacious, 
and contains seats for about 50 readers. All works must be consulted on the premises ; there 
are no facilities for external loans, but photostat copies can be supplied within 24 hours, also 
expert technical translations with a minimum of delay on request. The total number of 
technical students in the Eco/e amounts at present to about 300, of which about one hundred 
are specialised on wireless telephony ; the Laboratoire Central d’ Electricité, which forms part 
of the institution, is one of the most important laboratories for eleétrical research in France. 


BIBLIOTHEQUE DE LA CHAMBRE DE COMMERCE : This important specialised 
library and centre of documentation for commerce, economics and finance, is situated in the 
avenue Friedland, near the Arc de Triomphe. The collections at present contain about 80,000 
volumes, which are shelved in order of accession number, in five different sizes. The alphabet 
author index consists of a printed volume with four supplements, continued as a card-index 
which will also be printed and bound in due course. The subjeét-matter classification is 
subdivided with capital letters, Roman numerals and then small letters ; a rather complicated 
system, which may perhaps be superseded later by the Classification Décimale Universelle. 
The library issues each month a printed list of accessions, the references in which are cut up 
and mounted on cards for the author and subjeét-matter indexes. A modern “ Kardex” 
cabinet facilitates a constant check of the due arrival of current periodicals, more than 1,500 
of which are received. Their more important articles are abstracted and classified in the 
library ; this current documentation service is published with more than 750 abstraéts each 
month. The main hall of the library which is open free to the public, has seats for 35 readers ; 
it is comfortably furnished, and a thick carpet on the floor helps to maintain silence. 


BIBLIOTHEQUE DE L’INSTITUT SCIENTIFIQUE DE RECHERCHES 
ECONOMIQUES ET SOCIALES: This new Institute commenced its aétivities as a 
Rockefeller foundation in O&ober, 1933, and is at present housed (and rather cramped) in 
temporary premises in the rue Soufflot, near the Sorbonne. Its objeéts are: to further 
scientific methods in the study of economic and social phenomena, to colleé and analyse all 
available information on these subjeéts, to publish the resultant Statistics and conclusions 
in collaboration with similar institutions in France and abroad, to establish and place at the 
disposal of the public comprehensive archives of the financial and economic reports of the 
more important commercial and industrial enterprises, and to aid Students in the scientific 
pursuit of economic research. The staff consists of the Direétor, Monsieur Henri Lemaitre, 
three technical collaborators, two assistant-librarians and the necessary administrative personnel ; 
a total of eleven. 

The documentation centre! can be considered in two seétions: (/.) the library of 
reference works and current periodicals necessary for the researches carried out in the Institute, 
and (é.) the colleétion of companies’ financial and economic reports. The card-index of 
this new library (built up since the commencement of 1934) already contains more than 
10,000 entries on the standard 125 by 75 mm. cards ; these are filed in accordance with the 
American “ diétionary”’ method: author-names, titles and subjeé-matter catchwords all 
in the same alphabetical series. Cross-references are written on the back of the cards. For 
quick reference, an alphabetical ‘‘ Kardex ” list of periodicals is mounted on the wall, where 
I also noticed a special map of the 23 important libraries of economics and political science 
in Paris. There was in course of compilation a union-list of economic periodicals in the 
Parisian libraries ; this was in card-index form, with cards of different colour to differentiate 
readily the various libraries. The documentation service of the Société de Stati ftiques Economiques 
et Fimancieres was filed in a special cabinet to suit the size of the cards. A simple card-index 
was used to record the current receipt of periodicals, the number of which was not yet sufficient 


(10) Rapport sur l’Exercice 1933-1934. Seétion VII.: Service de Documentation, p. 10, Institut 
Scientifique de Recherches Economiques et Sociales, rue Soufflot 17, Paris V, 1934. 
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SPIRIT AND TRUTH : The Nature of Evangelical Christianity 
Dr. KARL HEIM, Professor in the University of Tiibingen. 
Translated by the Rev. Epcar P. Dickie, M.C., M.A., B.D.(Edin.), B.A.(Oxon.). 


Of the many religious voices which rise to our ears above the tumult and whirl of ideas and 
programmes in post-war Germany, one of the most significant is that of Karl Heim. His book, 
which has gone through many editions in Germany, is an investigation into the real divergencies 
between Roman Catholicism and Protestantism, and no modern work is more likely to lead to 
an intelligent appreciation of the essentials of the evangelical faith. 


OTHER TITLES INCLUDE: 


THE MEDIATOR obs .. 20/-net THE ORIGINAL JESUS --» 12/6 net 
Emit Brunner, D.D. Orto BorcuHeErt, D.D. 
Translated by Olive Wyon. Translated by L. M. Stalker. 

KARL BARTH & CHRISTIAN _ 10/6 net RELIGION & THE EUROPEAN — 6/- net 
KELLER, D.D., LL.D KELLER, D.D., LL.D 


The Lutterworth Press 4 Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4 


have not succumbed to the temptation to sacrifice strength 
for cheapness. 


Although our prices are competitive, we still retain hidden sources of 
strength in split boards, loose back work calico lined, and “ protected "’ 
leather, even in our lower priced styles. They will help even an inferior 
book to give longer wear, and you pay no more for it. 


We give you a first class job, whether in our cheaper styles, or better 
bindings. 


Various styles in any materials, all embodying Brightness, Smartness, 
Refinement and Reliability. 


GIVE US A TRIAL, PLEASE! 


JAMES STARR & SONS LTD. 


DAWBER STREET WORKS, WIGAN 
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to necessitate the adoption of the “ Kardex” system. The unbound parts of periodicals 
were filed in loose-leaf binders ; these and the books were stored on temporary wooden 
shelves, with direé&t access for readers. The colleétion of financial and economic reports, 
which already forms an archive of more than 6,c00 documents, is accommodated in a neat 
set of pressed Steel cabinets around the walls of the Committee Room. These reports are 
classified in accordance with the same lettered scheme as is used in the Bourse: Ra Assurances, 
Rb Banques, Rc Canaux, and so forth in 20 main divisions, each of which can be still further 
subdivided. This documentation provides the necessary raw material for the current statistics 
(recherches permanentes) which are computed by the mathematical staff of the institute, charted 
in colours (rather like alpine silhouettes), and published under the title of Tab/eaux de |’ Economie 
francaise at a price of 150 francs. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ZENODOTUS, 
MANCHESTER. 


“The very words are like a bell, to toll me back again to my sole self,” as a poet, 
possibly known to few of the followers of the schools of Bloomsbury, once said. It does so, 
because you will remember how in the backward and abysm of time we foregathered at one of 
the hostels—was it Walton or Hulme hall, or a place similarly named where we shared all 
things in common ?—and had a marvellous company there. I seem to see what was called 
by H. R. Tedder, the Executive Committee, in session, its eloquent members being Tedder 
himself, Dent, Sieveking (then of the National War Museum Library—I don’t know if he is 
still there—I am away from books), Powell, Wyndham, Hulme and Potter Briscoe. (Do not 
the very names indicate what a flowing of time has occurred since then; to how many of 
my esteemed brother members are any of these more than shadowy names ?). An “‘ executive 
committee ” in Tedder’s sense, was one that could debate, decide and dismiss all library 
questions without reference to any authority higher than its own. What debate there was, then, 
“ That librarians should retire at forty.” This came excellently from men who were, as were 
Tedder and Dent, close on seventy. Then the reminiscences of the conferences of 1877 and 
1897, which to me, old as I now am, were equally remote even if twenty years apart. I wish 
I could recall more of those late evenings at that hostel. Late evenings, of course ; for the 
L.A. then held a reputation for the length of its seances. Why—the quarterly council meet- 
ings sometimes lasted eight hours, and averaged five. I have this on good authority, as I 
could not possibly have sat such meetings out myself ; but the oldsters were of tougher fibre 
than we. At conference-time we commenced communion at about 11 and went to bed when 
the voice of the matutinal milkman was heard in the land. I have seen men return from 
ancient conferences with eyes almost blind from want of sleep, and I believe that a time of 
convalescence was always an inevitable aftermath. It is not so as it has been of yore, and 
I daresay we are much improved to-day. Have you realised, my Zenodotus, that the art 
of staving up late for most men and women perished like so many better things with the War ? 


A New GENERATION 


is always a wiser one until it is no longer new. In a few years, in its turn, the hungry 
generations will tread it down ; so, although our mutual friend Eratosthenes has his occasional 
spirt at the young, you and I like them as we like all evanescent, butterfly-like creatures of a 
day. Which meandering only meags that with each generation new men (and women) and 
old ideas in new words, come again and again in librarianship, as each of our new recruits, 
Heaven bless him, sets out to discover the world once more—just as you and I did. We 
had a few ladies with us in old Mancunian days: our wives, most of them. To-day—! but 
there, facts are faéts and the cheerful acceptance of them makes us happy men. So, although 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE EXHIBITION, MANCHESTER, 1935 


Boots Book-Lover’s Library 


herewith extend a cordial welcome to all 
Library Delegates 


HE Exhibit, as heretofore, will comprise an attractive and representative 

collection of recent popular and notable publications of a general 
interest, together with a comprehensive selection of novels by leading 
authors at surprising reductions. 


Catalogues obtainable at the Stand 
Contract Terms on Application 


Boots Book-Lover’s Library 4 
Cornwall Road, Stamford Street, London, S.E.1 m 
(NEAR WATERLOO STATION) 


BOOTS PURE DRUG CO. LTD., NOTTM. 


STIPPLEX! 


A SPECIAL REXINE CLOTH made to our order for use on 
the sides of books bound in quarter Niger Morocco 


DIRT RESISTING — WATERPROOF 
REALLY COLOURFUL and QUITE “DIFFERENT” 


Specimens of ‘Stipplex’’ and our cheaper Fiction 
binding in Cloth we shall be exhibiting at the 
Conference Exhibition at Manchester. Stand No. 2 


B. RILEY & CO. Ltd. Library Bookbinders & Booksellers 
366 LEEDS ROAD, HUDDERSFIELD, YORKS. 
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Manchester will be full of ghosts for us, as for all men of riper years, we shall both go cheer- 
fully and watch the pirouetting of our successors with benevolence. 
THe Horer QUESTION 
seems to be a burning one in the cotton city. Why are there so few hotels, and, to be blunt, | 
why are they so expensive ? There appears to be no relation between the charges and the | 
services rendered. | recall that Sir William Ray said that municipal conferences always chose 
lovely seaside or other beauty spots. “ If a conference were held in Wigan there would not 
be the same rush to go.” You have heard that before. I suppose Sir William could tell 
municipal folk in a conference numbering say five hundred where they could “ put up for the 
night ” at Wigan. On the famous pier ? It really is essential that our conferences go only to 
places where there is adequate accommodation. Reverting to Wigan: was it not Pacy who 
replied when sympathised with for having come from Wigan— it was his birthplace—‘* Damn 
your sympathy ! We are quite happy in Wigan.” And so they are,—or were! As for 
THE PROGRAMME, 

there has been a beating of the drums ; we are going to hear great things, you and I. The 
programme for the first time in many years is to be a series of beads on a single string. 
I hope the string will bear the weight. Some dozen papers all on aspeéts of one subje& may, 
I suggest, become something in the nature of a modern dance tune— interminable repetitions 
of a single theme. That depends upon treatment. There are no new subjeéts in librarianship ; 
I doubt if ever there were. There are new aspects of old ones; and here we have an un- 
rivalled chance of discovering if the men of to-day possess the power of giving new colour 
to old fabrics. I am chary of sermonising you about the programme, for your more acute 
mind will have seized all the points I can find in it and more long ago; but, clearly, from 
any standpoint, an attempt to State our standards on a comprehensive scale must be a valuable 
exercise and may do much good to the world and possibly to librarians. I leave out any 
words about the library enterprise of the great city itself. All of us quote it to our own 
townsfolk whenever we have the opportunity to point out to them that ow library should 
have a new building. “ You say we might spend so much—but, look what, even only a year 
or so ago, Manchester has done.” They reel and stagger like a drunken man when we mention 
the figures of that great circular classical monument of learning ; but it helps, does it not ? 

Of course I write before the official programme is in your hands or mine. I surmise, 
however, that it will be a full programme, in which time to breathe will be rare, if there is 
any of it. Could not we get the L.A. sometime to recognise that a valuable feature might be 
a few evening hours—wot the old “ executive committee ” ones |—in which we could go 

* arm-in-arm, with friends we see once only in the year, about the town seeing sights and 
enjoying genialities ? | never seem to get time to smoke the pipe of famous John Cotton, 
which has in pathetic optimism been taken in my bag to all conferences for post-war years. 

I can assure myself, I suppose, that Manchester will show its 

TRADITIONAL 
which will include tram-rides and the use of the golf links. Alas! my clubs are as rusty as 
those of Donald Cameron when Sir Ludovic took him to the Cedar Park links. So I dare not 
take them ; and even if I did, should I not have the awful feeling as I foozled my approach 
shot that I ought really to be at a debate on “ Standards” of sorts ? This, however, I do 
know, that, whenever we leave them time in our programme to take it, our Manchester friends 
give us their best freely. 

I am apologetic about this letter, O Zenodotus ; but the heat, which in spite of open 
windows and eleétric fans, has reduced most of us to whatever heat does reduce us; and 
I am therefore incapable of doing my subjeé justice. 

Manchester should be a great conference, and I feel sure that it will be. *Till then—— 

Vale! CALLIMACHUS. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LerrveRS ON Our AFFAIRS,” 
—Editor, THe Lisrary Worp.] 


Ready Shortly. 


THE COMING OF AISSA 


Oliver Baldwin. 8s. 6d. 
THE STORY OF SCOTLAND YARD 
Sir Basil Thomson. Illus. 15s. 


THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 


Charles Duff. 15s. 
I THE ANGEL OF PITY 
Francis Stuart. 8s. 6d. 
THE WAINWRIGHTS 
Edgar Meredith. 7s. 6d. 
MOVING PAGEANT 
L. A. Pavey. 7s. 6d. 


BOOKS OF OUTSTANDING INTEREST 


= Grayson & Grayson, 66 Curzon Street, Mayfair, W.!. = 
BOOKS FOR THE HOLIDAYS -—— 


Recently Published. 


GERVASE ELWES—THE STORY OF 
HIS LIFE 
Lady Winefride and Richard Elwes. 


Illus. 15s. 

BURNED BRIDGES 

** Nichevo.” Illus. 15s. 
THE HISTORY OF THE KING'S 
MESSENGERS 

V. Wheeler-Holohan. Illus. 
THE DEVIL AT SAXON WALL 

Gladys Mitchell 7s. 6d. 
HERE IS FREEDOM 

Ada Barnett 7s. 6d. 
WEEK IN EDEN 

D. M. Locke. 7s. 6d. 


THE STORY OF No. 10 DOWNING STREET 
The history of Britain’s most important dwelling. 


DENISE OF THE GABLES 


romance and adventure. 


(illustrated) 


Rev. W. L. 
Original, authoritative, and of particular interest. 2/6 net 


William $8 


(By author of “ The Red Ballamys,” “ The Lonely Lady Sybil,” etc.) Thrilling and absorbing -—, of 


2/6 net 


SEVEN STRANGE TALES Kaye Drummond 
Of great appeal to all who are interested in occult and eerie stories. 2/6 net 
THE WHITE MONK Michael Joman 
(By author of “‘ The Three Stamps.”) Unique mystery story. 2/6 net 
THE SERPENT OF SIN Audry Phillipo 
A story of sustained interest. 2/6 net 
SHAMROCK LEAVES Patrick A. McDo 
Selection of rhythmic and tuneful poems. 2/6 net 
SONGS BY THE WAY Margaret Blaikie 
New and enlarged edition of this successful book of poetry. 2/- net 
THE SILLY MOON Clarke Russell 
* (By author of “ The Naughty Sun.”) Excellent, fully illustrated volume for the little 2/- net 
THE WAIL OF THE SHILLING Walter Blake 
New selection of poetry. 2/- net 
POEMS R. Martin Mc 
Poetry of a high order. 1/- net 
WINDFLOWERS Doris Ti 
Verse on a variety of subjects. 1/- net 
THE LAUGHTER OF THE —- Margaret Campbell 
Well-written and a: 1/- net 
SELECT POEMS J. Mangiah 
Original minstrelsy. 1/- net 
Current be ordered of Bookseller or 


es London: ARTHUR H. STOCKWELL Ltd., 29 Ludgate Hill, E.0.4 comm 
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Personal News 


H.M. the King has honoured Mr. Albert 
Cawthorne, F.L.A., Chief Librarian and Super- 
visor of Museums of the Metropolitan Borough 
of Stepney, with the Jubilee Medal in recog- 
nition of Mr. Cawthorne’s long and meritorious 
municipal service. 

Miss B. M. Dovey, Senior Assistant at 
Sparkhill Branch Library, Birmingham, has 
retired on her marriage. 

Mr. A. T. Hancox, Librarian of Spring Hill 
Branch Library, Birmingham, retired on 
superannuation on June 3oth, after 46 years’ 
service. 

Miss J. Sandland, Assistant at Small Heath 
Branch Library, Birmingham, has retired on 
her marriage. 


We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
F. W. Lightouler, Librarian of Harborne 
Branch Library, Birmingham, which occurred 
on June 12th, at the age of 59. 


Library Topics 
[The Editor of Tue Lrsrary Worip would be glad if 
Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 
relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns 
Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 
first of each montb.| 
ALTRINCHAM.—A Silver Jubilee Ex- 
hibition was formed, and comprised all printed 
matter issued in the town in conneétion with 
King George’s coronation, its 1935 counter- 
part for the Jubilee celebrations, and a copy of 
all books and special illustrated numbers of 
periodicals published for the occasion. 


BUXTON.—The Fifth Annual Exhibition 
of the work of local artists was opened in the 
Museum and Art Gallery, Buxton, on May 
zoth. Nearly 150 exhibits are shown—many of 
high excellence. It remained open until 
June 29th. 

CAMBRIDGE.—A particularly interesting 
article in a recent issue of The Cambridge 
Public Library Record is that by Mr. W. A. 
Fenton, M.A., F.L.A., on “ The Story of the 
Guildhall Site.” An illustration of the Guild- 
hall, erected as the Shire House, 1747, is given. 


CHELTENHAM.—The April number of 
The Cheltenham Public Library Quarterly des- 
cribes one hundred exhibits of outstanding 
importance in the Cheltenham Art Gallery and 
Museum. Some idea of the extensive range of 
the collections is shown by the list which runs 
from neolithic flints to examples of modern fine 
printing. 

COVENTRY.—From the Coventry Public 
Libraries comes a list of books on Local 
Government, arranged in conneétion with the 
centenary of local government. It has an 
introduction by Frederick Smith, B.A., F.G.S. 

CROYDON. — The Croydon Public 
Libraries have issued in conneétion with the 
Jubilee a special number of The Reader’s Index, 
giving an account of Croydon during the 
Georgian Reign, 1910-1935, and a seleé list of 
the best books of general literature—using 
that term in its broadest meaning—published 
since 1910. This is a really useful list. 

FINCHLEY. — From Finchley Public 
Library we have received further issues of 
their pleasing little leaflet giving the latest 
additions. 

FULHAM.—The Fulham Public Libraries 
Bulletin, April-June, gives the usual carefully- 
selected list of additions. 

HORNSEY.—From the Hornsey Public 
Libraries we have received a copy of Bet Books 
for Children, 1934-35. The list is prepared 
annually to encourage the buying and reading 
of the best children’s books, and the books 
are placed on exhibition at the Central Library, 
where they are viewed by a large number of 
teachers and parents. Reviews are quoted in 
support of each book. 

KING’S LYNN.—An article on Nicholas 
Murford, Poet-Vintner of Lynn, of the 17th 
century, by Chas. Webb, is given in the May 
King’s Lynn Public Library Reader’s Quarterly. 

LONDON. — No doubt many London 
libraries display information of the valuable 
le€ture courses arranged by the Education 
Department of the London County Council. 
Any librarians desiring display bills should 
apply to their local institutes or to the Educa- 
tion Officer, L.C.C. 

SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.—The 
first number of the new series of Book/and News, 
the magazine of the Swinton and Pendlebury 
Children’s Libraries, is nicely printed and 
produced. 
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are exhibiting 
on Stand No. 23 
at the 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE 


Mr. Keeping will be in 
charge of the Exhibit 
and Catalogues will be 
available on the Stand 


DAY’S LIBRARY (1932) Ltd. 


96 Mount Street, London, W.1 
Tel.: Gros. 2119 


ENGLISH 
COUNTRY 


Edited by 
H. J. MASSINGHAM. 
Contributions by 
H. E. Bates 
ADRIAN BELL 
EDMUND BLUNDEN 
Ivor BROWN 
Joun COLLIER 
W. H. Davies 
E. W. Henpy 
H. J. MAssINGHAM 
R. H. Mottram 
R. RoBERTS 
V. SACKVILLE-WEsT 
A. G. STREET 
Str WILLIAM BEACH THOMAS 
H. W. TIMPERLEY 
HuGH WALPOLE 


15 Double-page plates. 7/6 net 


The Rapid Increase 

of General Interest in 
the National Dividend 
makes it important that 
books like the following 
should be in every 
library — 


ECONOMIC NATIONALISM 


MAURICE COLBOURNE 
3rd Edition. 3/6 net 


PROPERTY ts substance 


and Value 

LE ComTE W. G. SERRA 
Introduction by the 

Dean of Canterbury. 2/6 net 


Write for Prospectus of Figurehead 
books including the Pioneer Series 


FIGUREHEAD, 13 Orange Street, London, W.C.2 


Prospectuses from 
WISHART BOOKS LTD. 
9 John Street W.C.2 


SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY 


Edited by 

G. SCOTT MONCRIEFF. 

Contributions by 
J. R. ALLAN 
BERNARD FERGUSSON 
NEIL GUNN 
Eric LINKLATER 
Fionn 
HuGH MacDrarMip 
Hector MacIver 
W. Mackay MACKENZIE 
Moray MACLAREN 
IAN MACPHERSON 
G. Scott MONCRIEFF 
CAMPBELL NAIRNE 
CoLiIn WALKINSHAW 
J. H. WuytTe 


16 Double-page plates. 7/6 net 
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Library Reports 


By Hersert C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


BLAckBuRN Public Libraries, Museum and Art 
Gallery.—Report of the Libraries Committee 
1934-1935. Librarian and Curator, R. Ashton, 
F.L.A. Population, 122,697. Rate, 2.6d. 
Income from Rate, £7,426. Stock : Lending 
48,166 ; Reference, 25,520; Schools, 4,588. 
Additions, 7,331. Withdrawals, 6,781. 
Issues : Lending, 578,729 ; Juvenile, 73,541; 
Reference, 30,491 ; Schools, 96,543 ; Distri- 
buting Stations, 150,165. Borrowers, 28,437, 
extra tickets, 4,233. Distributing stations, 12. 

A further step was taken during the past year 
towards the expansion of the Central building. The 
Borough Engineer has been instruéted to prepare and 
submit a rough plan for an extension to the Lendin 
department, and suitable accommodation for the 
with an eStimate of the cost, etc. It is regrettable that 

rt of the land acquired for library extensions should 
vel been collared by the Eleétricity Committee for the 
ereétion of a sub-Station. In the year being reviewed the 
total circulation fell below that of the previous year, 
although calls made upon the resources of the Reference 

Library were heavier than ever. Batches of books 

_— sent on permanent loan to Unemployment Centres. 
A successful prosecution was made, ae a theft 

of papers from the Newsroom. The estimated number 

of visitors to the Museum and Art Gallery amounted to 
$5,000, which includes 2,000 scholars. 

Burney Public Libraries.—21$t Annual Re- 
port. Borough Librarian, W. Bramley 
Coupland, F.L.A. Population, 99,000. In- 
come from Rate, £10,161. Stock: Lending, 
24,459; Juvenile, 5,660; Reference, 6,353 ; 
Music Library, 5,817; Branches, 22,365. 
Issues : Lending, 361,382 ; Juvenile, 48,926; 
Juvenile Reference, 61,689; Branches, 
337,198; Distributing Stations, 82,542; 
Reference, 67,144; Music, 11,252; Blind 
readers, 177. Borrowers, 19,261; every 
borrower is provided with an extra ticket 
for non-fictional works; Music tickets, 649. 
Branches, 2. Distributing stations, 5. 

The general use made of the various branches of 
the library service has been highly satisfactory, the total 
aggregate of books circulat ssed any previous 
_ Some decline in the use made of the Central and 

ranch Libraries was counterbalanced by an increased 
popularity of the Stations in outlying distriéts. The 
general development of these services has been very 
marked, and it is —— that any substantial new 
housing scheme should include its own small library, 


specially built for the purpose. Two new distributing 
Stations were opened during the past year. A very 
noticeable improvement in the use made of the Massey 


music library, and also of the Reference library js 

recorded. Wireless discussion classes were continued 

with good results. i 

CHESTERFIELD Public Library.—Annual Re- 
port for the year ending March 318t, 1935. 
Librarian, L. C. Jackson. Population, 64,146, 
Rate, 2.5;9d. Income from Rate, £3,543. 
Stock: Lending, 23,601; Junior, 2,950; 
Reference, 2,487 ; Schools ‘and Hospital, 
1,987; Delivery Station, 1,410. Additions, 
7,108. Withdrawals, 4,498. Issues: Lend- 
ing, 358,974; Junior, 55,628; Schools, 
17,049; Hospital, 2,600; Delivery Station, 
19,832; Reference, 7,154. Borrowers, 
20,988, extra tickets, 8,977. 

For the sixth Loyang year an increased circula- 
tion is recorded. The home-reading departments, with 
the exception of the school libraries, were more widely 
used than ever before. The majority of classes, and 
fiction all showed good increases. There is every reason 
to believe that this good work will be continued, as a 
number of projeéted schemes of extension and develo; 
ment are carried out. A reading room is to be eStab- 
lished in the new Corporation building, and the old 
newsroom converted into a children’s Thee. When 
the new municipal buildings are completed it is ex- 
pected that the Library Committee will take over the 
ground floor of the present building, and the whole of 
the premises made available for library rposes. 

47 volumes were obtained for Students from the 
National Central and other Libraries. 


PertH, Sandeman Public Library.—Report of 
the Committee for the year ending May 15th, 
1935. Librarian, Robert A. Cochrane. 
Population, 34,807. Stock: Lending, 
31,703; Reference, 15,234. Additions, 
3.494. Withdrawals, 1,571. Issues: Lend- 
ing, 336,428; Reference, 128,893. Borrow- 
ers, 14,115. 

Gratification is expressed by the Committee that 
they are able to report a continuance of the high stan- 
dard which has obtained in all departments in recent 
years, and which has even been surpassed in the year 
under review. The issues for the year mounted to 
65,476 above those of the previous year. The extension 
and re-organisation of the lending library has greatly 
increased the popularity of this department, and it was 
from here that the majority of the expanded circulation 
emanated. The juvenile seétion, too, has been re- 
organised and re-stocked, and from here, also, came a 
substantial increase. There was also a greater demand 
than ever before for information in the reference library. 
This colleétion is being re-classified and catalogued and 
it is hoped on the completion of this task that the 
department will be brought up to date, in line with the 
lending library. 

RapcuiFre Public Library and Museum.— 
Annual Report, 1934-1935. Librarian and 

’ Curator, G. F. Leighton, A.L.A. Population, 
27,400. Rate, 3.03d. Income from Rate, 
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LIBRARIANS, TAKE NOTE OF THESE BOOKS!! 
: To be Published in the Autumn. 


MEXICAN ADVENTURE GYPSY IN EVENING DRESS 
Lionel Oliver. 7s. 6d. William J. Makin 


DESERT PATROL THE CAMERON MYSTERY 
Leslie Webster. 3s. 6d. Carl Talbot 


DIAMOND MOUNTAIN THE BUDAPEST PARADE MURDERS 
Tempest Keeping. 3s. 6d. Van Wyck Mason. 


Just Published. 


THE LESTRANGE CASE MURDERS IN THE MORTUARY 
John Bentley 7s. 6d. Austin Stone 


RICHARDSON GOES ABROAD WILFUL MURDER (15 True Trials) 
Sir Basil Thomson. 7s. 6d. Guy B. H. Logan 


THE WHITE BADGER MIDSUMMER MADNESS 
Carl Talbot. 7s. 6d. Edward Fripp. 


Eildon Press, 66 Curzon Street, Mayfair, W.| 


WASTELL’s 


Booksellers to the World EDUCATIONAL 
SUPPLY SERVICE 


Hundreds of 

Librarians use 

and recommend 
our service 


Stand No. 7 


119-125 CHARING CROSS RD. 
LONDON, W.C.2 


The Personal Service 


Telephone : Gerrard 5660 (10 lines) 
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£1,715. Stock: Lending, 18,333; Refer- 
ence, 1,829. Additions, 2,165. Withdrawals, 
1,395. Issues: Lending, 175,293; Child- 
ren’s Library, 28,370; Reference, 1,800. 
Borrowers, 6,830, extra tickets, 1,500. 

The period being reviewed has been one of con- 
tinued expansion. The record book circulation of the 
previous year was exceeded by nearly 10,000. Since 
the year 1924-5 the issues have been more than doubled, 
and the borrowers per head of population have increased 
80 per cent. Three times the number of non-fictional 
works are now used than was the case ten years ago. 
In July last a separate department for the use of young 
people was provided, and the additional shelving made 
available by this move has relieved for the time being 
the congestion in the adult lending library. The two 
distri Stations have now completed a full year’s 
service, and both show satisfactory results. The 
Museum has been transferred from the Library to 

mises in Close Park. 

’ALTHAMSTOW Public Libraries and Museum. 
—Annual Report, 1934-1935. Borough 
Librarian and Curator, Geo. E. Roebuck, 
F.L.A. Population, 133,000. Stock: Lend- 
ing, 60,290; Intermediate department, 7,062; 
Reference, 7,515; Schools, 18,700. Ad- 
ditions, 5,434. Withdrawals, 6,462. Issues : 
Lending, 403,159; Intermediate, 67,732 ; 
Branches, 270,724; Schools, 147,305 ; Ref- 
erence, 2),212. Tickets in force, 39,010. 
Branches, 2. 

Forty years public service was completed by the 
Libraries at the close of the last library year. Mr. 
Roebuck has been at the wheel for twenty-cight of 
these years, and during this period he has succeeded 
in bringing the libraries out of obscurity, to their 
present position, which is comparable with the best 
in the country. Still further progress will be made during 
the coming year when the new branch library at Hale 
End is to be ‘opened, and work commenced on another 
in the Wood Street area. The Central lending library 
is to be transferred into a two-floor department capable 
of shelving 70,000 volumes. In the year just pve 
the libraries increased their circulation of books, but 
the school libraries lost several thousand issues through 
the falling off of many child borrowers. The Library 
Committee readily consented to participation in the 
recently formed South Eastern Regional Library 
Bureau. A total of 27.251 people have visited the 
Museum since its 0 


Literary Note 


“ OLIVER CROMWELL,” by Charles Firth, is the 
latest volume issued by Messrs. Putnam in 
their Black and White Library, a series of 
reprints of non-fictional works of standard 
interest at a moderate price. Our librarian 
readers cannot fail to be interested in the 
format of this series as well as in the choice of 


works, so that a few words of description will 
not be lost upon them. The volumes are issued 
in a full-sized demy oftavo, 8? by 5} inches, 
bulking fully 14 inches, with a type page of 
3} by 6} inches, in good clear type, with 
frontispiece portrait and three other plates. 
The books are bound in black and white linen 
with attractive black and white paper jackets. 
The text paper is a featherweight of good 
quality and colour, and if comment can be 
made, it is that the ~ paper used for the 
inserted portrait is of rather too deep a tone. 
But the value, at five shillings a volume, is 
unmistakable. 


The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep BarLow. 
OF all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
perhaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 
bring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, those books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 


where. 

ALLEN (G. C.) British Industries and Their 
Organisation. Ed. 2. 1935. Longmans, 
tos. 6d. 

The first edition was published in 1933 and was 
concerned with certain industries during the ten years 
following the war. By adding seétions to the ends of 
nine chapters the survey has been extended down to 


1934. 

Bean (W. J.) Shrubs for Amateurs. Ed. 2. 
1935. Country Life, 5s. 

The descriptive list of shrubs has been extended 
by about thirty pages and includes new species intro- 
CrarkE (J. J.) Social Administration, includ- 

ing the Poor Laws. Ed. 2. 1935. Pitman, 
15S. 

The edition of 1922 has been more than doubled 
in size and the present revision makes mention of all 
the very great changes during the last thirteen years. 
The seétion on Public Assistance has been reprinted 
from the book of that title published last year, but 
there are now four pages of addenda. The last five 
hundred pages are devoted to present day social 
administration outside the Poor Laws. 

Dicxsee (L. R.) and Biarr (Sir H. E.) Office 
Organisation and Management. Ed. 10. 
1935. Pitman, 7s. 6d. 

The text of the 1930 edition has been revised by 
S. W. Rowland t in Accounting, London 
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School of Economics. Fresh material has been intro- 
duced into some of the chapters, such as the one on 
dutiable goods. The text is seventeen pages longer. 
Foison (J. W.) and Warp e (R. A.) Entomo- 
logy with special reference to its ecological 
aspedts. Ed. 4. 1935. Murray, 21s. 

This revision is about one hundred and twenty 
pages longer than the text of the third revision in 
1923, but the plan of the book remains unaltered. 
This additional matter has been added throughout 
the book, and the chapters on Inseéts and Disease 
and Inseéts and Man have been recast. The biblio- 
graphies have been considerably extended. 
IppETSON (W. S.) Eleétric Wiring. Ed. 4. 

1935. Spon, 6s. 

The book has been revised to meet the new L.E.E. 
Regulations and a new chapter added dealing with 
the principles applying to alternating current circuits. 
The tables at the end of the earlier editions are now 
omitted. 

LEEMING (J. F.) Pilot’s “A” Licence. Ed. 7. 
1935. Pitman, 3s. 6d. 
This edition has been thoroughly revised follow- 


ing considerable alteration in the regulations governing . 


the issue of “A” Licences. _ 

PerKIN (F. M.) Qualitative Chemical Analysis, 
organic and inorganic. Ed. 5. 1935. 
Longmans, 5s. 

First published in 1911 and last revised in 1920, 
this edition has been revised throughout by Julius 
Grant, who has introduced a number of additional 
reactions to indicate modern trends in qualitative 
analysis. 

PickxwortH (C. N.) The Slide Rule: a 
practical manual. Ed. 20. 1935. Man- 
chester : Emmott, 3s. 6d. 

The introduétion of “ differential” scales marks 
an important development in slide rule praétice. By 
the application of this principle to the log.-log. scales 
the scope of the latter has been extended considerably. 
This forms the principle revision in this edition. 
PiLcHER (R. B.) The Profession of Chemistry. 

Ed. 3. Inst. of Chem., 3s. 6d. 

First published in 1919 and revised in 1927. 
The book now gives to those entering the profession 
an accurate guide to present-day conditions. There 
is a new chapter on Scientific Journalism and Author- 


ship. 
SmirH (G. Armitage-) Principles and Methods 
of Taxation. Ed. 11. 1935. Murray, 5s. 
Much of this edition has been rewritten by R. J. 
Hawtrey who has endeavoured to produce a present- 
day equivalent of the first edition of 1906. The seétion 
dealing with the incidence of taxation has been com- 
pletely recast, and the uncompromising free trade 
attitude of the author has been modified. 


Wave (E. C. S.) and Puixurrs (G. G.) Con- 
Stitutional Law. Ed. 2. 1935. Longmans, 
21s. 

There are numerous changes and additions to the 
edition of 1931. A new seétion of fifty pages deals 


with the law of Public Administration and the legislative 
and judicial powers of the Ministers of the Crown. 
Several of the chapters have been recast including those 
on the Judiciary, British Nationality, Local Govern- 
ment, etc., whilst there is a further new one on the 
Funétions of Parliament. 
Wares (G. F.) The Magic of Common Sense. 
Ed. 2. 1935. Murray, 3s. 6d. 

The first edition of 1923 has been extended by 

two new chapters on the follies of the wise. 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 
Berry (W. Turner) and JoHNnson (A. F.) 
Catalogue of Specimens of Printing Types 
by English and Scottish Printers and 
Founders, 1665-1830. With an Introduétion 
by Stanley Morrison. Illus. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press. 42s. net. 

The second of the Oxford Books on Biblio- 
graphy is an extremely valuable catalogue of the speci- 
men books and sheets issued by British Typefounders 
and Printers from 1655 to 1830. It is only by a Study 
of these sheets and books that the material at the 
disposal of the printer during this period can be 
eStimated and appreciated. The total number of 
items registered by Messrs. Berry and Johnson is 
193 and they enumerate 244 copies in the various 
libraries in Europe and America. The St. Bride 
Typographical Library naturally heads the list with 
75 copies, followed at a respeétful distance by the 
British Museum with 34. The Oxford University 
Press has 24 and the American Typefounders’ Company 
17. The Caslons have 13, followed closely by the 
Bodleian Library with 11. One of the most curious 
colleétions is in the Sohmian Colleétion in the Royal 
Library of Stockholm which has no less than 7 and 
these of the rarest. The Patent Office Library has 
been negleéted by the authors and this is unfortunate, 
as there is an unregistered Caslon broadside (c. 1764) 
and copies of both the Caslon Specimen Books of 
1764 which would certainly repay Study as it is 
believed there are differences from the copies des- 
cribed. It is curious, too, that no copies are quoted 
from the great book trade library at Amsterdam and 
that of the Cercle de la Librairie in Paris. One 
little item in the MS. Dept. of the British Museum 
appears to have been missed, a small specimen of his 
Irish type that Moxon sent to his friend the Chester 
Herald. The first specimen of type in the possession 
of the Oxford University Press is not mentioned but 
occurs in the De Oratoria of Charles Butler published 
as an appendix to his Rhetoricae in 1629. There are 
eleven types shown on A iv. There is no copy of 
this in the British Museum. 

In pioneer work such as that of Messrs. Berry 
and Johnson one must expeét gaps here and there, but 
we are sorry to note the want of an Index. Many 
points would have been made clearer this, the 
introdu€tion of special types, the use particular 
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names for type faces and, above all, the names of | 

rtners, inventors, e#&. The letter on p. 82 signed 

. Bessemer is of course from the famous Sir Henry 
Bessemer, whose work revolutionized the steel industry. 
The work as a whole is an important contribution to 
the history of English printing and any library already 
possessing the works of Blades, Talbot Baines Reed 
and Plomer must add this volume to the colleétion. 
Boox-Auction Recorps, Volume 32, Part 2, 

January-March, 1935. Stevens, Son & Stiles. 


30S. net per annum. 

In addition to the Records of the British Auétion 
Sales for the first quarter of 1935, there is given the 
Record of the 3rd Portion of the Terry Sale in New 
York. Librarians should note that this important 
part for 1935 can now be obtained. 

Haines (Helen E.) Living with Books. The 
Art of Book Sele&tion. New York, Columbia 


University Press (O.U.P.). 20s. net. 

Perhaps the first really comprehensive handbook 
of book selection to emanate from America. It may 
be distin€tly recommended for its broad and rational 
views and for its useful lists of authorities. It should 
be noted that many English text books and manuals 
are referred to and two at least are mentioned as being 
of the greatest importance : Lionel R. McColvin’s Theory 
of Book Selection and Savage’s Descriptive Annotation. 
Munn (R.) and Prrr (E. R.) Australian 

Libraries. A Survey of conditions and 
suggestions for their improvement. With an 
Introduction by Frank Tate. Melbourne, 
Australian Council for Educational Research. 


3S. net. 

This remarkably useful survey of library con- 
ditions in Australia and Tasmania is the result of a 
grant from the Carnegie Corporation of New York, 
It examines the whole of the colleétions, State 
Municipal and University, and points out where im- 
provements are necessary. 


GENERAL. 


Atcock (F. Bower) Powers of Attorney. 


Pitman. 21s. net. 

This book deals exhaustively with one of the 
branches of the law of Agency. It will be invaluable 
to all those who are called upon in any way to advise 
upon the giving and carrying out of powers of attorney. 
There is a copious index and an appendix dealing with 
the Law of Property A&. 

Baker (Ernest A.) The History of the English 
Novel. Edgeworth, Austen, Scott. Vol. 6. 


Witherby. 16s. net. 

In this, the latest volume of his monumental work, 
Dr. Baker deals with three great novelists of the 
nineteenth century, Maria Edgeworth, Jane Austin 
and Walter Scott. The first two form a natural bridge 
from the eighteenth century. Dr. Baker was fortunate 
enough in his chapter on Maria Edgeworth to have 
access to The Black Book Edgeworthstown, of which he 
has made full use. A final chapter is devoted to the 
works of the lesser Scottish authors such as Susan 
Ferrier, John Galt, Lockhart, Hogg, etc 


Brerr1GaM (Gerald) Dare to Live. New York, 


McGraw-Hill. tos. net. 

The dust wrapper describes this book as “ Shrewd 
practical pointers on how to get more out of life by 
an experienced newspaper man who has looked at 
living from more an than most folks,” which sums 
the book up admirably. It is full of that mixture of 
sound commonsense, optimism and superficial but 
practical philosophy which seems to be a produé 

iar to America. It can doubtless be read with 
profit by those who are comparatively uncritical, but 
who are discontented with their present way of living. 
BuHLeER (Charlotte) From Birth to Maturity. 

An outline of the psychological develop- 
ment of the child. Illus. K. Paul. 7s. 6d. net. 

Several books have recently been issued devoted 
to the Study of the abnormal child. This book sets 
out to trace the development of the mind of a normal 
child from birth to maturity, and thus provides a 
Standard of comparison. It is divided into two parts, 
“ The Pre-school Child” and “ The School . 
The praétical applications of the theories advanced 
are shown, and the methods of testing children’s 
development are fully described. 


‘CARDWELL (Mary G.) Some Aspeéts of Child 


Hygiene. A Book for the use of Training 
Colleges and Praétising Teachers. Pitman, 


3S. net. 

This book which is based on the Hygiene syllabus 
of the Board of Education is an amplification of some 
le€tures delivered by the author and may be taken 
as authoritative. Both Physical and Mental Hygiene 
are dealt with and the importance of recognizing the 
premonitary signs of disease is Stressed. There is an 
index and the illustrations are adequate. 

Firarx (C. H.) Cromwell. Putnam. net. 

This handsome reprint of Professor Firth’s well- 
known book on Oliver Cromwell is welcome. As the 
book contains much origi research and does not 
suffer from any bias. illustrations and maps of 
the original edition are retained. 

Futon (J. S.) and Morris (C. R.) In Defence 
of Democracy. Methuen. 5s. net. 

This book is not only a reply to the flood of 
Communist and Fascist apologetics which have recently 
been issued, but also a restatement of the basic faés 
of Democracy. Everyone interested in the social and 
= future of England should read this work, 

use after all Democracy is the theory on which 
our Government is based, however imperfeétly it is 
put into aétual praétice. 

GLEESON (Gertrude) Journalism without Tears. 
A Popular Practical Guide for Amateurs and 
Beginners in Free-Lance Journalism. Pit- 
man. 2s. 6d. net. 

A bright and extremely praétical book, full of 
good advice to the aspiring journalist, who is not 
afraid of hard work and who wishes to make money 
by writing and not just to amuse himself. Perhaps 
the most useful part is the examples of articles which 
have aétually been accepted by various newspapers. 
These will show the young writer better than anything 
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GRAFTON & CO.’S 


BOOKS FOR LIBRARIANS, 1935 


DEVICES OF THE EARLY PRINTERS: 


Their History and Development. By Hugh William Davies, Author of “ Bernard 
von Breydenbach: A Bibliography,’’ “ Catalogues of Early French and German 
Books in the Library of Charles Fairfax Murray,” etc. 


Demy 8vo. Cloth, pp. 720. Including 279 facsimile reproductions and a Chapter on Portrait 
Figures of Printers. 30s. net. 


The work is an introduction to the history and development of the signs used by the early printers 
and publishers as trade marks on their books. It is the first book to deal in a scientific manner 
with the Devices which printers have used from the earliest appearance of the art. The author 
is well known as an expert on early printing from his elaborate and detailed Catalogues of 
the French and German books in the Fairfax Murray Collection. 


The Devices used by the early printers have not received the attention to which they are entitled. 
Many of them have been reproduced in various volumes but up to now no one has attempted 
to show what the Printer’s Device was, why it was used and how it was constructed. This reproach 
is now removed, as all these points are dealt with and cleared up once and for all in the new volume 
by Mr. Hugh W. Davies, ‘‘ Devices of the Early Printers, 1457-1560, Their History and Develop- 
ment.”’ The book is illustrated with no less than 279 reproductions and the author has added a 
very interesting chapter on the portrait figures of printers. 


ConTENTs :—I., Introduction: Study of the Subject. II., The Printer’s Device ; Definition, 
etc.; Signs and Signboards. III., Bale-Marks, Trade-Marks or Merchants’ Marks. IV., Origin 
of the Main Features of Merchants’ Marks: the Orb and Cross and “ Four’’; Mercury and 
Merchants. V., Marks in General. VI., Symbols, Emblems, etc. VII., Origin and Development 
of the Printer’s Device ; Seals, etc. VIII., Artists; Designers and Cutters; Copies, Material 
of Blocks. IX., Printers, their Original Professions, Crafts and Trades; Miscellaneous Notes : 
Women Printers, Servants and Apprentices; Foreigners; Characters; Names; Guilds and 
Companies; Dating of Colophons, etc. X., Portrait Figures of Printers. Reproductions of 
Printers’ Devices and Annotations to Same. Index to Reproductions. 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, LONDON, W.C.1 


25 
wd | 
by | 
at 
ims 
| 
| 
| 
rith 
ng. 
|) 
et. 
ted | 
ets 
a | 
rts, 
2.” 
sed 
n’s 
ild 
ng 
in, 
me 
ne 
rhe 
| 
| 
he | 
| 
of i] 
| 
1} 7 
ce 
of 
thy 1| 
2 i} 
nd | 
rk, 
is 
i} 
Ss. i} 
id 
| 
t- 1} 
| 
i} 
i} 
i] 
| 


26 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


else, how saleable articles are written. The various 
pes of article and the markets for them are also fully 

iscussed, 

Guover (T. R.) The Ancient World. A 
Beginning. Illus. Cambridge University 
Press. 7s. 6d. net 

The Story of the Ancient World from Troy down 
to early Christian times, is here told, not in the manner 
of the conventional text-book, which deals solely 
with the dates of Battles and Aéts of Parliament, but 
in a broader manner, which allows digressions des- 
cribing the life of the people and the state of the arts. 
The book is thus made attractive to young readers 
without losing anything in accuracy or completeness. 
Hancxet (A. E.) The Beauty Culture Hand- 

book. A Modern Textbook of Beauty Cul- 
ture and Hairdressing for Beauty Parlour 
Assistants and Ladies Desirous of Praétising 
Self-treatment. Illus. Pitman. 5s. net. 

This handbook will appeal to most women for it 
contains comprehensive information with regard to 
beautifying many parts of the body : hands, face, hair, 
figure ; and also the means to be used, such as massage, 
manicure, and even plastic surgery, by which such 
ends may be obesined. Cosmetics, creams, shampoos 
and lotions are all dealt with in turn. Here is the 

erfe& guide, not only for beauty-parlour assistants, 

- for all those who wish to learn the best methods 

of self-treatment. The illustrations are very helpful. 

A HANDBOOK OF ProBaTION and Social Work 
of the Courts. Edited by Mrs. L. Le 
Mesurier, O.B.E. National Association of 
Probation Officers. 7s. 6d. net. 

The first comprehensive Study of the Probation 
System since Mr. Cecil Leeson’s book was published in 
1914. The volume is the work of many authors, 
among whom may be noted Dr. Moodie of the 
London Child Guidance Clinic, the late Sir William 
Clark Hall, and Mrs. Grace Harrison. Not only is 
the work of the Probation system described but also 
the way in which it combines with such institutions 
as the Police Court Missions, the Howard League 
and other voluntary societies. A special chapter is 
devoted to Probation and Child Guidance. This 
book is invaluable to all those who are interested in 
the social welfare of the community. 


Hartiey (Dorothy) The Countryman’s Eng- 
land. With a foreword by A. G. Street. 
Illus. Batsford. 7s. 6d. 


This book is an admirable combination of instruc- 
tion and entertainment. It is written on a new plan, 
the land being divided according to its physical ingre- 
dients, flats and fens, mountains and moorlands, and 
so on. The country industries and folklore are mingled 
with the description of the everyday life of the country- 
man. The numerous illustrations are a real addition 
to the charm of the book. 

(Robert W.) Business Organization 
and Personnel. Pitman, 6s. net. 

A most comprehensive volume, comprisin 
seétions on every ible branch of Coumantal 
Practice, Corres nce and Business Economics, 


designed to cover the requirements of the po 
Society of Arts Examinations in Commerce and other 
similar examinations. There are numerous facsimiles 
and illustrations and the book is amazing value at the 
price asked for it. 


Karaka (D. F.) Oh! You English. Muller. 


5s. net. 

Mr. Karaka has written a slashing attack on 
WeStern Civilisation as seen by a “ Barbarian.” His 
methods”are of the hit or miss variety. When he hits 
the results of his blows have been aptly described 
as gloriously infuriating, when he misses, which is 
not often, the effect is rather ludicrous. Neverthe- 
less, this is a Stimulating book which it would do us 
all good to read. 

Kromer (Tom) Waiting for Nothing. With 
an Introduction by Theodore Dreiser. 


Portrait. Constable. 7s. 6d. net. 

A most moving and undoubtedly authentic 
account of the life of a down-and-out in America, 
told in the terse, monotonous slang which is peculiar 
to them. When one reads some of the incidents one 
is amazed that the iron has not entered more deeply 
into the author’ $ soul. For in spite of his bitterness 
towards the “cops” and the callous rich folk, he 
has preserved a certain grim humour; for instance, 
in his description of the mission service which all the 
“ $tiffs "’ had to attend before they were given a meal. 
His humour and sense of balance make the book a 
work of art and therefore a more powerful indiément. 


Lye (Denis B.) African Adventure. Letters 
from Famous Big-Game Hunters. _ Illus. 


Murray. ros. 6d. net. 

This book consists of a series of letters written to 
the author by various well-known hunters with his 
comments and notes. Most of the writers deal with 
African Game, but there are some letters on hunting 
in other continents. Among the contributors are 
F. C. Selous, Norman B. Smith, and C. H. Stigand. 
McCase (Joseph) The Splendour of Moorish 

Spain. Illus. Watts. 1os. 6d. net. 

The author sets out to tell the story of the rise 
to power of the Arabs in Spain, and of the civilisa- 
tion which they founded there. He gives an illu- 
minating account of the effeéts which this civilisation 
had on the rest of Europe. which was in a period of 
extreme decadence. This period of history has been 
hitherto negleéted or misrepresented by historians and 
Mr. McCabe has done much to remove the lack of a 
good history. 

MyYRTLES AND Mice. Leaves from the Italian 
Diary of Cordelia Gundolf. Translated by 
R. W. Reynolds. Murray. 5s. net. 

This little book, which has been most appro- 
priately produced and illustrated, was written by a 
young German girl with the help of her mother, from 
the diaries which she made while living in Italy. The 
impressions of people and places are fresh and charm- 
ing, but there is a curious mixture of adult sentiment, 
Be, Xe due to the collaboration with a grown-up. 

1 Munthe, who was her neighbour in Capri, 
read the MS. and encouraged the young authoress, 
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PaciFism 1s Nor ENouGu. Lectures delivered 
at the Geneva Institute of International 
Relations, August, 1934. Allen & Unwin. 
8s. 6d. net. 

Amongst the leéturers whose work has been 
colle&ted and revised in this book may be noted such 
famous experts as Sir Norman Angel, A. E. Zimmern 
and Professor Rappard. The subjects dealt with are 
varied, ranging from “ The Chaco War” to the 
“ Financial Aspects of the New Deal in the United 
States in Some of Their International Implications.” 
They are all important contributions to that very 
small body of literature which deals with the praétical 
efforts that are being made in the cause of Peace. 


Pinto (Professor V. de Sola) Rochester. 
Portrait of a Reéstoration Poet. Lane. 
8s. 6d. net. 

Professor de Sola Pinto, whose earlier book on 

Sir Charles Sedley rescued the poet from the obscurity 

into which he had fallen, has now done likewise for 

Sedley’s friend, the Earl of Rochester, emphasising 

the merit of his satirical poems. rofessor 

De Sola Pinto considers him worthy of greater 

recognition both as and as a serious thinker, 

and makes out a ound ane for this thesis. 

Prat (Marcelle) White, Brown and Black. 
Travels of a Frenchwoman in the U.S.A., 
Mexico and Abyssinia. Translated from the 
French by Fletcher Allen. Methuen. 7s. 6d. 


net. 

A Parisian journalist's impressions of America, 
Mexico and Abyssinia. The authoress has a good 
sense of humour and was not afraid to talk to and even 
to disagree with the people whom she met. 
impressions she gathered, therefore, are often fresh 
and unconventional. The last section deals chiefly 
with Abyssinia and is therefore of topical interest. 
Ross (Nesca A.) Neoplatonism of the Italian 

Renaissance. Allen & Unwin. 12s. 6d. net. 

A learned and very fully documented Study of 
an interesting period in Italian history, which is never- 
theless extremely readable. Special chapters are 
devoted to the Medici Circle Michael Angelo. 
There is an extensive bibliography and a good index. 
Russett (R. L.) The Child and His Pencil. 

Adventures in a country school. Foreword 
by St. John Ervine. Illus. Allen & Unwin. 
ss. cloth, 3s. 6d. paper, net. 

This is a heartening and inspiring book. It is 
the Story of a schoolmaster who dared to be different, 
and of the wonderful results he achieved by his courage. 
The work of the children, both ms and drawings, 
speaks very highly for Mr. leeedibes wers of bringing 
out the best of which his pupils are capable. The 
only possible fault that can os found with the author 
is a very charming one, namely, that he is too modest. 
It is well worth while to bring the new spirit of 
Education into the elementary schools, and Mr. Russeil 
may be justly proud of his work. 

Stewart (Oliver) Your Driving Test, How 
To Pass It, A Full Description of the 


W.H.SMITH &SON 


LIBRARY SALES DEPARTMENT 


Agrows are invited to visit our Show- 
room at Strand House, and to inspect our 
wide selection of recent Travel, Biography, 
Miscellaneous Literature and Fiction. 


W.H.SMITH & SON 


LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 


Strand House, Portugal Street, London, W.C.2 
LIBRARY SHOWROOM (Entrance “ B.”) 
Telephone : Holborn 4343 


Head Office : 
W. H. Smith & Son, Ltd., Strand House, London, W.C.2 


Ministry of Transport Motor Driving 
Licence Tests, Road and Oral. With in- 
structions on preparing for them and a 
simple system of memorising the new high- 
way code. Illus. Pitman. 2s. net. 

This little book, which has been officially recom- 
mended by the Royal Automobile Club, contains a 
very full account of all the steps which a prospeétive 
driver must take to pass the driving test. A special 
chapter is devoted to an easy method of memorising 
the Highway Code. The illustrations are numerous 
and helpful. 

Srrope (Hudson) The Pageant of Cuba. Illus. 


Jarrolds. 18s. net. 

Columbus described Cuba as the fairest island man’s 
eye had ever looked upon, and since his day it has been 
the scene of many exciting episodes, from the early 
days of its colonization and later its struggles for 
freedom and finally its economic and political difficulties 
of to-day. The story is told with zest and the book will 
be of interest both to tourist and to those who are 
interested in history. 

WALLING (R. A. J.) The West Country. Illus. 


Blackie. 7s. 6d. 

In this book, which is neither entirely a guide 
book or a history of the West Country, but a mixture 
of both, the author has succeeded in giving a very 
good general idea of the peculiar chara¢teristics of the ~ 
peninsular, rich as it is in beautiful scenery and historic 
memories. The illustrations are very 
should tempt all readers to go and discover the places 
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for themselves and to dive more deeply into the store 
of tradition and folklore which awaits them. 
Wriurams (Ethel Carleton) Companion Into 
Oxfordshire. 16 plates. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 
Only those who have lived in Oxfordshire know 
that Oxford is only one of the county’s attraétions, 
and by no means the only one. This book, which is 
illustrated with most beautiful photographs, will 
help others to realise the charm of this neglected 
county which is so full of unspoilt villages, historical 
associations, especially of the Civil Wars, and strange 
survivals, such as the Morris Dancers of Bampton. 


FICTION. 


BAKER (Frank) The Twisted Tree. 
7s. 6d. net. 


Here is a powerful Story about Tansy Penderil in 
which love and tragedy are welded. The scene is 
laid in Cornwall and the charaéter drawing is good. 
The novel works up to an inevitable climax and is 
certainly an outStanding piece of writing in its particular 


Davies. 


Style. 
Barnes (Carman) Young Woman. W. Laurie. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The Story df a young girl’s Struggle for inde- 
pendance while living on her own in New York, 
and of how, after many trials, and tribulations, she 
won through to the new spiritual frontiers of woman- 
hood. Written in an emotional and glittering Style, 
this book should repeat the success of the author's 
earlier novels. 

Brrp (Jane) By Accident. Davies. 7s. 6d. net. 

The plot of this story, which cannot be described 
as a simple thriller or love Story, but rather as a mixture 
of both, is laid in an out-of-the-way little village Ridley- 
in-the-Gap. Here come two mySterious Strangers, 
Peter Misselthwaite and Sarah Brown. The latter 
opens a dress shop. The village people resent the 
intrusion of these strangers and the plots which develop 
as a result of their coming make an interesting Story. 
Coox (E. Thornton) They Lived. Murray, 

Murray’s Imperial Library. 7s. 6d. net. 

This novel centres round the Bronte family, the 
characters of Charlotte, Emily, Branwell and Anne are 
clearly portrayed. Their carly life in the grim parsonage 
and their gradual rise to fame, make a fascinating story. 
Many famous people move across the pages, Thackeray, 
Mrs. Gaskell, Samuel Rogers and many others. 
Dunstan (Mary) Jagged Skyline. Constable. 

7s. 6d. net. 

A novel of character, dealing with two men of a 
very different Stamp who, ignorant that they are $tep- 
brothers, go together on a climbing expedition in the 
Alps. A powerful description of their days spent in 
an Alpine hut whilst the weather makes it impossible 
to continue their expedition, makes thrilling reading, 
and the story works up to its inevitable tragedy, when 
Martin, crazed with fear, sets out from the hut _against 
the better judgment of the guide, Michel. 
Loncrorp (Christine) Printed 


Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 
The autobiographical Story of an Irish girl, her 
schooldays, first love, and marriage, with entertaining 


Cotton. 


sidelights on Dublin in the -revolutionary da 
Printed cotton, she says, is characteristic of her life 
bright, cheerful, varied, but definitely makeshift—in 
short, thoroughly Irish. The marriage does not turn 
out successful and in the end Eileen is left in a small 
London flat, doing her own housework and looking 
for a job in ’British films. 

Lutyens (Mary) Perchance to Dream. Murray. 


7s. 6d. net. 

Here is a full-length novel by an author who is 
known for her witty and effective short Stories. On 
this wider canvas, she has painted a brilliant picture 
of post-war life symbolising its tragedy and dis- 
illusionment. 

MacGit1 (Patrick) The House at the World’s 
End. Jenkins. 3s. 6d. net. 

Patrick McGill is a poet—an Irish poet. His 
telling of the mother who feels the presence of her 
dead child, draws her hassock close to the empty 
cradle, sits down with her knitting beside it, and rocks 
and croons, is the Stuff that poetry is made of. Hughie 
who watches her, though he can see nothing tangible, 
senses the stir of the invisible in the cabin, “ living 
subtle breaths that quivered in the fire-lit an 
shades, Stretching outwards, embracing eve 
the beginning, the end, the sad, forgotten children = 
the earth, little moist graves, ‘onwards and ever to 
the drooping woman following the hard road to 
Calvary.”” In the twenty years this author has been 
writing he has drawn no more touching pen-piéture 
than this. 

McInrosH (Katherin) The Year’s at the 
Spring. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

From generation to generation, an English family 
here passes before our eyes. The cycle of life, birth, 
marriage and death, follows in quiet sequence, leavi ing 
a fragrant and peaceful picture which readers will not 
quickly forget. 

Oxeson (George) Modern Girl. Jenkins. 
3s. 6d. net. 

The modern views of an up-to-date young 
written in diary form. The Style is novel Seed 
Nearly every paragraph begins with I said, Rita said, 
Jerry said, he said, Pa Patterson said, and so forth. 
But in spite of this occasionally irritating method, the 
Story gets there somehow and in the end we leave the 
ultra modern young yd happy with her lover in 
= an old-fashioned wa 


Powys (John Cowper) "jobber Skald. A Novel. 


Lane. 8s. 6d. net. 

Across a perfeétly remembered background of 
life in a seaside town move the strange, almost super- 
human, figures of this outstanding novel: Magnus 
Muir, a teacher of Latin; Jerry Cobbold, the famous 
clown; Larry Zed, a mad boy; Dr. Girodel, an 
abortionist ; and many others. They weave a pattern 
which is involved but satisfying. The whole book is 
a most vivid expression of the author’s marked per- 
sonality, and this after all is perhaps the surest sign 
of a work of art. 

Smrru (Thorne) The Glorious Pool. Barker. 
7s. 6d. net. 

This is another of Mr. Thorne Smith’s fantastic 
tales. It tells of Rex Pebble, middle-aged but still in 
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Sharp’s ‘“‘Cataloguing”’ replaces the late J.D. Brown’s “Library 
Classification and Cataloguing,’ which is now out of print, 
and brings it into line with modern practice. 


CATALOGUING : 


A PRACTICAL TEXTBOOK FOR USE IN LIBRARIES 


By Henry A. Sharp, F.L.A. (Deputy Librarian of the Croydon Public Libraries). 
Author of “The Approach to Librarianship.” With an Introduction by 
L. Stanley Jast, M.A., F.L.A. 


Demy 8vo. Cloth. 332 pp. Illustrated. 12s 6d net. 


This volume sets out to fill a present gap in professional literature. While library economy in 
general has received considerable attention in recent years, and while the related subject of 
classification has likewise been adequately treated, cataloguing has, on the whole, been ignored, 
there having been in the past twenty years only two British books on the subject, and one of these 
is now out-of-print. If the late James Duff Brown had lived, he would have doubtless brought 
up-to-date his work “‘ Classification and Cataloguing,’ or at any rate the second part of it. 
Although the present work does not pretend to be a revision of his book, it has embodied many 
of the features therein that have remained of constant interest, and has added others, making it 
a manual of cataloguing practice for all students of this subject. Among the chapters that will be 
included are the following :— 
(1) Fundamental Principles. 
(2) The Place of Cataloguing in Libraries To-day. 
(3) The History of Cataloguing. 
(4) Varieties of Catalogues in General Use. 
(5) Preparation for the Press. 
(6) Special Cataloguing. 
(7) Selective Cataloguing. 
(8) Comparative Cataloguing. 
(9) Subject Cataloguing. 
(10) Compilation of Class Lists, Guides to Reading, Bulletins. 
(11) Methods of Display (with illustrations). 
(12) Guides to the Public in the Use of Catalogues. 
(13) Annotation in Catalogues. 
(14) The Anglo-American Code. 
(15) Co-operative Cataloguing. 
(16) The Cataloguing Department. 
(17) The Arrangement of Catalogues. 
Appendices—The Cataloguing Examination. 
Practical Cataloguing : a series of examples taken from actual examination tests. 
Definitions of Terms. 


With readings and questions throughout. 


GRAFTON & CO. (Frank Hamel), Coptic House, 51, Great Russell Street, 
London, W.C.1, England. Cable Address: Copticity, London. Inland Telegrams: 
Copticity, Westcent, London. Telephone: Holborn 6050. 
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love with two women, one of whom was his wife, 
and of the strange adventures that befell them. Lead 
on by the nymph, Baggage, Mr. Pebble dives into the 
Glorious Pool and becomes young again ; his wife and 
his mistress follow suit, and the results are hilarious 
in the extreme. Nockashima, the Japanese servant 
and shaker of two-fisted cocktails, and Mr. Henry, the 
bloodhound without a sense of smell, both add to 
the fun. 


Taytor (P. A.) The Mystery of Cape Cod 
Tavern. Eyre & Spottiswoode. 7s. 6d. net. 
Another of Asly Mayo’s adventures, this time 
amongst a crowd of high flyers from the city, who 
let themselves loose on the coast of Cape Cod with 
tragic results. Mayo is quite a nice person and his 
flair for deteétion appears to be improving. 

Trousetzkoy (Princess Paul) Jonlys the 
Witch. A Tale of Elizabethan Superstition. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

Jonlys, daughter of an exiled weaver from the 
Netherlands, lives in Sandwich with her father. Owing 
to the superstitition of the age she is taken for a witch. 
As a result of this she foretells that the sea will desert 
the town, which it does. Queen Elizabeth plays a 
prominent part in the Story, as do other historical 
figures. 

Vercet (Roger) Captain Conan. Translated 
from the French by Warre Bradley Wells. 
Constable. 7s. 6d. net. 

The background of this story is the Balkans after 
the Armistice had been declared. The hero is Captain 
Conan, who before the war had been a draper. The 
war was the turning point in his life and he became a 
first-rate soldier. When the war finished he was 
Stranded ; his impetuosity leads him to be arrested 
on a charge of manslaughter, but he redeems his 
reputation by a last act of heroism. We leave him once 
more a civilian but now quite unfitted for civilian 
life, a tragic figure. 

Wart (Margaret H.) Early Portrait. Faber. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Kate Burton was the head of a famous girls’ 
school and a successful woman. People wondered 
why she did not write her autobiography. The reason 
was that her early life centred round a romantic love 
affair, and an “ old-fasioned gentlewoman” as she 
described herself would never reveal such a secret. 
This is the Story of that affair and it presents a charming 
tale of Vi€torian life full of quiet humour. 
Wepiake (G. E. C.) The Wrecking Ray. 

Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

The wonderful invention of Professor Greenwood 
got into wrong hands and was used by criminals of the 
worst description. However, circumStances and 
Captain Craig cleared things up satisfactorily and the 
ray machine is safely at the bottom of the sea. - 
Wren (P. C.) Explosion. Murray. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Wren in this, his newest novel, has returned 
to the-scenes of some of his earlier Stories, namely, 
India, As he has had a thorough knowledge of this 
great country for the past many years, his readers will 
appreciate the insight he gives them into modern 


love interest are of course the threads finely woven 
into the structure of his plot. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

BLACKWELL, No. 370, Modern History; 
No. 371, Miscellaneous.—BULLETIN of the American 
Library Association, June, 1935.—LIBRARIAN, June, 
1935.—LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, June, 
1935.—LIBRARY JOURNAL, June rt, 1935.— 
MORE BOOKS, The Bulletin of the Boston Public 
Library, June, 1935.—WILSON BULLETIN for 
Librarians, June, 1935. 


Lucknow Library 
Conference 


Tue second session of the Indian Library 
Association was recently held under the 
presidency of Dr. Wali Mohammad, Librarian 
of Lucknow University, and has resulted in 
the formation of the U.P. Library Association. 

Among the aims and objeéts of the associa- 
tion are the development of provincial libraries, 
the collection of manuscripts, materials for 
history and the publication of rare and valuable 
books. 

The association will also endeavour to im- 
prove the position and qualifications of 
librarians, and the financial condition of 
libraries in the province, by securing for them 
suitable grants from Government, distri& 
boards, municipalities, and other public bodies. 

Free Pusiic Lrsraries. 

Dr. Wali Mohammad, laying the scheme 
for a U.P. Library Association before the 
meeting, declared that it would be a waste of 
time, energy and money to teach people to 
read and write without making adequate 
provision for the establishment of free public 
libraries where they could improve their 
reading ability and acquire knowledge. He 
also drew attention to the need of money if 
the movement was to be successfully developed 
and said that it would be the primary objeé 
of the U.P. Association, once it had been 
formed and started functioning, not only to 
secure the help of Government, but also to 
win over the goodwill and support of private 
individuals. He did not anticipate any difficulty 
in securing individual members for the 
association, especially as the membership fee 
had been placed at so low a figure as Re. 1. 
Affiliated libraries and institutions would be 


conditions there. Adventure, intrigue and a strong 
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charged a membership fee of Rs. 3, and here 
also Dr. Wali Mohammad thought that a large 
enrolment was very likely. 

Dr. V. S. Ram of the Lucknow University, 
proposing that the rules and constitution of 
the U.P. Library Association, which had been 
drawn up by the committee, be adopted by the 
meeting, traced the history of the events that 
had led to the formation of the association. 
It was an encouraging sign, he said, to find 
the meeting so widely represented and he 
hoped that the members who had shown such 
active interest in the initiation of the scheme 
would continue to give it their fullest support 
in future. The gathering unanimously adopted 
the constitution and rules of the association. 

Definite schemes approved by the association 
included the compilation of a Directory of 
Indian Libraries, a system of inter-borrowing 
of books between important libraries and 
provision for the training of librarians at 
provincial universities. 


Scottish Library Association 

By the joint invitation of the County Council 
and the Town Council of Ayr, the Annual 
Conference of the Scottish Library Association 
was held at Ayr on Tuesday, 4th, and Wednes- 
day, sth June, 1935, and was attended by 190 
members and delegates. 

On Tuesday forenoon, Sir Neil J. K. 
Cochran-Patrick, D.L., LL.B., Convener of 
the County Council, extended a cordial wel- 
come to the association. Sir Neil referred to 
the effeé of literature on the every-day life of 
the community, and to the great responsibility 
of the members of the association, in the 
selection of the right books and in seeing that 
they got into the right hands. He could 
scarcely imagine any greater responsibility in 
these days than that. The president (Mr. G. W. 
Shirley, Dumfries) replied on behalf of the 
association. 

In his presidential address, Mr. Shirley 
reviewed the efforts which are being made to 
secure legislation to remove restrictions from 
library work in Scotland and enable it to 
achieve greater cohesion, harmony, and a 
fuller development. One feature of these 
efforts is to obtain legal sanction for the 
operation of the Regional Scheme, which has 
been unanimously approved by the library 


authorities of the country. Mr. Shirley also 
dealt at length with the education and training 
of library assistants. 

Professor J. D. Mackie, M.C., M.A., Pro- 
fessor of Scottish History and Literature, The 
University, Glasgow, in an address entitled 
“ The Historian and the Public,” indicated 
many of the difficulties which beset the 
historian in reaching his public. Never a best- 
seller, ‘‘ Dryasdust,” he said, had nowadays 
fewer means of getting publicity. In the 
second half of the 19th century formal history 
quite lost its appeal to the public. The serious- 
minded, captivated by science and hopeful of 
getting some automatic solution of existing 


_ problems, had little regard for the past. Com- 


ing to the present day, it might be said in some 
sense that there had been a change of heart. 
The man in the street wanted to know some 
history ; the historian realised that his history 
had value when it was capable of helping to 
solve present difficulties, and that it must be 
presented to the man in the Street in an in- 
telligent form. History was not for the dead, 
but for the living. 

The annual business meeting was held on 
Tuesday afternoon, the president occupying 
the chair. The annual reports of the council 
and the auditors were adopted unanimously. 
The council’s recommendation, that from 1936 
onwards the annual general meeting of the 
association be held in the month of September, 
was approved. On the motion of Mr. D. 
Hardie, Lanarkshire, it was agreed that, in 
future each member of the association shall 
receive three months’ notice of the annual 
general meeting. The hon. secretary read a 
letter received from Miss E. S. Haldane, C.H., 
LL.D.,an Honorary Vice-President, suggesting 
that the association consider the question of 
the preservation of Scottish manuscript records, 
which at the present time are in particular 
danger of being lost owing to the breaking-up 
of family estates, etc. After an interesting 
discussion, in which the following members 
took part, the President, Messrs. R. Bain, 
G. M. Fraser, D. Hardie, D. C. Lawrence, 
R. D. Macleod, H. G. Pincott, A. Reekie, and 
the Hon. Secretary, the following resolution 
moved by Mr. G. M. Fraser, Aberdeen, was 
unanimously adopted: “ That this meeting 
instruéts the Council to take what aétion they 
deem desirable, with a view to securing the 
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preservation of historical documents and 
literary manuscripts of national or local im- 
portance.” 

On Wednesday forenoon the association 
was accorded a civic welcome by the Provost 
and Magistrates. Provost T. Galloway, in his 
address, outlined the early history of libraries 
in Ayr, and gave a resume of the activities of 
the present library. Mr. E. H. Parsons, Vice- 
President, replied on behalf of the association. 


Mr. W. A. F. Hepburn, M.C., M.A., B.Ed., 
Direétor of Education for Ayrshire, addressed 
the conference on “ Five years have passed.” 
He recalled the circumstances under which 
the Ayrshire County Library was established 
in 1924, and described its development since 
the passing of the Local Government (Scot- 
land) A& of 1929. Concluding his address, 
Mr. Hepburn said that many who are in close 
contaét with the schools of the country are 
to-day asking themselves whether the whole 
system of education does not lay too much 
Stress upon so-called book learning. To some 
children books must always appeal and they 
can get from them that nourishment which 
their souls need. But human nature, praise be, 
is infinitely various, and there are many who 
do not flourish as the passive recipients of 
desiccated information; their desire is to be 
active with their hands and their bodies, to 
sing and dance, to act and draw, to work with 
tools, using hand and eye in creative activity, 
It may be that by denying many adequate 
outlets for their desires we are thwarting and 
stunting development and producing a race 
which prefers to watch and listen,passive hearers 
or spectators rather than active participators. 
The discussion on Mr. Hepburn’s paper was 
opened by the Rev. R. P. Fairlie, M.A., Chair- 
man, Dumfriesshire Libraries, and Mrs. A. B. 
Clark, Mr. J. Christison, Mr. A. K. Davidson, 
and Mr. D. Hardie were among those who 
spoke. 


A resolution of thanks to the County Council 
and Town Council of Ayr, for the hospitable 
welcome accorded to the association,-and to 
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Mr. W. A. F. Hepburn (Direétor of Education), 
Mr. P. A. Thomson (Town Clerk), and Mr, 
W. R. Watt (County Librarian), for the 
admirable arrangements made for the delegates, 
was unanimously passed. 


At the conclusion of the meeting the 
members were entertained to luncheon in the 
County Hall by the County Council—Sir 
Neil Cochran-Patrick presiding. During the 
afternoon, by the kind invitation of the Town 
Council, the members enjoyed a drive via 
Alloway (where a halt was made for inspeétion 
of Burns’ cottage and monument, and the tea 
gardens) and Doonfoot to Belleisle Estate, 
and were entertained to tea in the Mansion 
House. 


North Western Branch and North- 
Western Division A.A.L. 


Anout 80 members and friends of the above 
associations attended the Summer Meeting 
held at Fleetwood on Wednesday, June 26th, 
in the Derby Room, North Euston Hotel. 


The Deputy Mayor (Alderman C. Saes) 
offered a welcome to the delegates, and was 
supported by the chairman of the Fleetwood 
Public Library Committee (Councillor A. Ly 
Scholfield, B.Sc.). 

In a paper on “ The New Social Order and 
the Library,” delivered by Councillor 
Scholfield, he said that the importance of the 
public library could not be too much empha 
sised, both as an adjuné to the ordinary educa 
tional courses of schools, and as a means of 
self-education and culture. It was one of out 
social amenities, helping towards that equality 
of opportunity so necessary for the satisfac 
tion of the individual and the ordered progress 
of society. The public library, he said, had 
not yet fulfilled its highest destiny. It was 
necessary, thought the speaker, for the publit 
library to forsake its negative passive attitude, 
and take up a positive attitude towards all 
questions affecting the social life of the people 

A discussion on the proposed amendment$ 
to the Library Association Constitution was 
introduced by Mr. A. J. Hawkes, F.S.A. 

Tea was partaken by kind invitation of 
His Worshipful the Mayor of Fleetwood. 


| 
j 
a 


